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PREFACE. iii

been fairly ftated ; and 1t {hall be expli-
citly anfwered. ‘

The Author declares then, that he does
not confider himfelf freed from the engage-
ment he voluntarily entered into, when'he
figned the Affociation of the County of
York; that engagement he deems an irre-
vocable a@, which will bind him to the end
of his life, unlefs. the objects fhall be fooner
obtained for which that meafure was con-
" certed. In thefe fentiments, he believes that
the affociated Freeholders of Yorkfhire are
generally agreed ; though he is aware, that
a few exceptions there poflibly may be.—
But the permanent nature of the Affocia-
tion would not juftify the affumption of
any permanent power by the Committee.
The Committee was a deputed, not as its
enemies in vain endeavoured to reprefent
it, a felf-created Body. It was originally’
appointed by a General Meeting of the
County of York, in the year 1779; and it
was re-appointed by feveral fubfequent
County Meetings for certain purpofes, and
with certain powers,. {pecified at the time
of appointment : In conformity with the
truft thus vefted in them, and in ftri&t ad-
herence to the principles of Reprefentation,

a2 the
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the Gentlemen of the Yorkthire Committee:

exetted vigorous efforts for a period of more
than five years, to effe a moderate but fub-
ftantial Reformation of Parliament; and.
twice, in the courfe of that time, they re-
ported their Proceedingsto their Conftituents,
in full Meetings of the County of Yark, and,
received their approbation of their condu&, .

After that period, when the meafures
which they had laboured with- fo much
zeal to recommend to- their Countrymen,
for want of general fupport by the Peaple;. °
were defeated im Parliament by the joint
influence of the Ariftocracy, it-would have,
been difadvantageous to the caufeof Liberty.
to have wearied, the friends of pelitical Re-.
formation with hopelefs exertions. It was.
evident that the natiop, at that time, Wag:
notripe for Reformation; and the repetition.
of unfupported demands by the County of:
York would but have tanded, by giving.
their patriotic efforts an appearance. of ri-.
diculous obftinacy, to diferedit at once the.
County, and the Caufe which it had fo ncll,
fupported.

For thefe reafons it has bcen u.ndetﬁ.ood,
that no Meeting of the Comymittee has been,
held fince the rejection of Mr, Pitt’s gaation;

‘ in
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in Parliament, in the year 1785, to amend-
- the Reprefentation of Parliament; and it-
. was prudent thus to difcontinue thexr X~

ertions, till, from the more general concur--
rence of their fellow-citizens, their aivity-
was likely to fucceed. But after having:
ceafed : for feven years to exercife their
powers as a Deputed Body, the Committee
furely could not, .with propriety, refume
their operations, without frefh authority-
from the County.of York. It would be:
firange indeed, if the juft principles of
Reprefentation were violated: by the very
Perfons whom it behoves to adhere to.
them with the moft- fcrupuious  exact-
nefs ; whofe conftant complaint it has been,
that thofe principles have not been duly.
regarded, either in the formation or in: the.
.conduc of the Legiflature. ' It may .be
confidently aﬁ'ened that -the Gentlemen
who compofed ‘the Committee of Yorkthire
will never a in a manner unbecoming;
their Conftitutional principles, that they
will wait i filent expeQation 4ll -the.
altered fentiments of their fellow—cicizens;
fhall bave -rendered it expedient, ‘in- the
opinion of the.County of York, to renew.
the ftruggle to-deftroy the Syftem of Pary
liamentary
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liamentary Corruption. Then, and not
before, the adivity of the former Com-
* mittee, (if the County fhall think fit to
repofe that truft in them again,) may be
- recommenced with propriety, and with a
much better profpe& of fuccefs than from
a different condu& could be expected.

In thefe fentiments the Author hopes that
he has the generalconcurrence of the Gentle-
men of the Committee with whom he had
the honour to a&t ; and whofe long-expe-
rienced candour, and confidence in the
uprightnefs of his intentions, he never can
think of without a mixed fenfation of pride
and gratitude. With that difinterefted band
of Patriots he will be moft ready to co-oper-
ate again whenever the proper feafon for re-
newing their enterprife thall have arrived ;
and their Conftituents fhall have re-ap-
pointed them a Committce for the attain-
ment of the fame laudable and neceflary
Reformationwhich they before propofed,by
the fame peaceful and legal means which
they before employed ; and he trufts that -
their ardour to refame this honourable pur-
fuit is alfo undiminifhed—that they behold
with pleafure the increafing zeal of their
countrymen in the caufe of Reformation—

and
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and the nearer approach of that favourable
moment, when, with the approbation and
renewed authority of the County of York,
and with a more decifive concurrence of
the real friends of the Conftitution in other
parts of the kingdom, their efforts may be
fuccefsfully exerted to obtain'a juft redrefs
of their Conftitutional Grievances.

"The reader fhall now be ‘detained only °
till he is apprifed, that the invitation of
Dr. Price by the Congrefs of America, ‘in
the year 1780, to go over to aflift in the
regulation of their finances; and his con-
currence in- fentiment with the General
Body of Diffenters, when in the year 1784
they “ftrenuoufly - oppofed Mr. Fox’s" Eaft-
India Bill, are faéts afferted in the Defence
on the authority of Mr. William Morgan,
Dr: Price’s nephew, by whom the informa-
tion was-obligingly communicated,through
friends conneted with that Gentleman and
the Author.

Yozk,
April 9, 1792.
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Dr, PRICE, .

HAVING Iately employed myfelf in forming
1 L a calleition of Political Papers, chiefly re-
fpecting the attéempt by feveral of our Counties,
principal Cities and Towns, to correét the Cor-
ruption and reftore the Freedorh and Independ-
ence of Parliament, from wear the end of the
year 1779, to the middle of the year 1785, 1
have been unavoidably led by the mature of my
tafk to perufe the greateft part of the papers
which were publifhed by Popular Meetings, irt
different parts of the kingdom, during thit pe:
riod. After this review of-their Procee ,
I think it may be afferted with truth, that the
general conduét of thefe Aflemblies of the Col-
&ive Body and the Committees appointed by

: Az them
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them, was unexceptionably prudent and manly;

that their language- was firm but decent; be-

coming FREEMEN alarmed by the misfortunes
of an ill-fated and expenfive War, and juftly
offended by the fervility and corruption of their
Reprefentatives ; that their meafures were fin-
cerely defigned to promote the Public good, fup-
ported with vigour and perfevering zed,’ yet
with a conftant adherence to order and legality,
and finally fuccefsful to terminate thofe fatal

hoftilities, and introduce a more faithful and .

oeconomical expenditure of the Public Money.
But the Affociations had been convinced at an

“early period that fomewhat more than Peace,

and a retrenchment of the public expenditure
was neceflary for the fafety ofB theCountry. They
had feen, that the Corruption of Parliament and
the continuation of the Civil War with Ameriga
were juftly to be imputed to thofe grofs abufes
in the frame and duration of Parliament, which
had chiefly originated in the prefent century;
and that unlefs an effeCtual redrefs of thofé
grievances could be obtained, the evils of 3
corrupt Adminiftration might foan be experi-
enced again, to the utter ruin of the nation.
Againft thefe abufes therefore the efforts of the
Popular Meetings were principally dire&ted, but
without fuccefs, although in effec they aimed at

not much more than the Reftoration of thé Con’ -

Ritution as it had ftood foon after the zraof thé

Revalution. Forfince that period,from the great

extenfion of our commerce and_diftant -tqrr:;
T toria
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torial poffeffions, and the conféquent augmenta.
tion of our naval and military eftablithments,
from the contmual accumulation of taxes, and
the proportional increafe of thofe perfons by

whom they are colle@ted, the Crown has gra-
dually been enabled to influence or command
‘Ele&tions in many fea-ports and other places,
while within the fame period, in fill more Bo-
roughs the Ariftocracy by various unwarrant-
able arts, efpecially by creating fraudulent and
fictitious votes, has deftroyed the Right of Elec-
tion, and acquired the abfolute power of nomi-
nation. To obtain the Repeal of the Septennial
A&, and a juft Redrefs of thefe ufurpations in
the Boroughs, were the ultimate objets of the
‘Popular purfuit ; but the laft of thefe neceffary
‘meafures the Aflociations did not endeavour to
effe® on the extenfive principle of univerfal
fuffrage; but in a more temperate mode, in
which a fubflantial improvement of the Con-

‘fitution might have been fafely and peacefully
accomplithed. And in the whole progrefs of
this enterprife of the People to corre& great and
dangerous abufes, I believe not one inftance can
be produced of difloyalty to the Prince on the
Throne, or difaffe@ion to the Conftitution,
which is difcoverable in any expreflion by any
one public Meeting; hardly, perhaps, by any

‘individual Member of the Affociated Bodies. -

* In thefe meafures the Proteftant Diffenters con-
curred, with equal temper and moderation, and
with fignal unanimity throughout the kingdom.

with
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But if any man fliould entertain a fafpiciomn, that
under this cloak of moderation -they covered
finifter defigns at that time, it is' but impartial -
juftice to ftate, that the fufpicion muft be ill- .
founded, that it is contradifted. by faéts, which
prove their attachment to the true Principles of
the Conftitution, at that feafon of great and ge-
neral difcontent ;. when any latent -difloyalty to
the Prince, any fecret wifh to change the ge-
neral frame of -our Government, would have
been difclofed by the heat and effervefcence of
the times. The reverfe of thefe difpofitions then
‘was theirs; in- every meeting, of which the
Diffenters compofed a majority, or any confi-
-derable part, it may be remarked with truth,
that the language of their Petitions, and of their
‘Plans of Aflociation, ftrongly exprefled their
adherence to-the Principles of our mixed Go.
verament, by King, Lords, and Commons. I
-fhall particularly point out the Petition of the
-County of Cambridge in 1780, that of the
" County of Kent in 1782, and the Forms of Affo-
ciation adopted about that time by the¢ towns
of Cambridge and Nottingham, as containing
-evident proofs of this aflertion.* |
Thefe circumftances appear fufficiently to ex-
culpate the Diflenters from- the charge of dife
-affe@ion at that jun&ure; and fince the prefer-
vation of our Conflitutional Liberties, and of the
Brunfwick Family on the Throne, may be juftly
: ) ) alcribed

* For thefe Papers, fée the Appendix.
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‘afcribed it ¥ great-meafure to thelr zéal and
-attechment; often nanifefted in times of pnblic
“@iflrefs and danget; any charge of difaffection on
‘that refpe@table body of inén, now when public
“affairs are conduéted with profperity and with at.
tention to thie itérefts and.opinions of the com-
‘munity, muft appear higlily improbable; and if
"not efablifhed by very clear and decifive prooﬁ,
ought to be rejected as a- groundlefs and inere.-
'dible accufation. - -

And yet this injarious imputition, which on
tlie lite motion for-a Tepeal of the Teft Laws
‘was urgéd againft the Diffentérs with uncoms.
‘theh vehemence; feems to have been lightly ad-
‘thitted as a charge indifputably proved, though
‘unfupported by any more felid ground of con-
¥i&ion, than vague furmife and perfonal inveca
tivé, By the Teft Laws, -the Diflenters are ig-
-Homihicufly matked as men unfit to be trufted
with any honourable or advantageous office, or
4 fhare even in' the Governient of a Corporate
Town : théy are forbidden to indulge the wifh,
which every g ood Citizen ‘muft naturally feel,
to fervé his Cotntry in any civil.or nnhtary
poft for which his attainments fit him ; their .
capacities for pablic employment are doomed
to lie uncultivated ind ufelefs; the avenues of
honeft ambition are barréd againft them, and
the conditieris 6n which alone they can bé
‘opened are imore degrading than the exclufios.
ftlelf. Undet this long- profcnpuon, the pati-

ence
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‘ence of the Dijflenters was not wearied out;
_their affetion to the Government, which, in
_this refpe@ had treated them harfhly, was not
.alienated. For fifty years they acquiefced in
filence under the difgrace and difabilities of the
_Teft Laws. At laft, obferving the more liberal
-fpirit of this age, and the tolerant dxfpoﬁtnqn
 which had been difplayed by Parliament in their
‘recent conceffions to the Roman Catholics, and
to their own Minifters, they were encouraged
.to renew their humble requefts, that the Teft
Laws might be repealed. = But when their com-
.plaints were heard once more, they were not
..couched in fullen or reproachful language; they
were exprefled with a refpe@ful deference to
Parliament, yet with that decent firmnefs which
freedom and confcious integrity will always in-
fpire. . Nothing prior or fubfcqucnt to their de-
fe?.t has indicated a fpirit of mutinous difaffec-
.tion, or difobedience to the laws.” After re-
peated denials of that equality of Civil Rights,
to which every unoffending Citizen has a juft
‘claim, they have ceafed to importune Parlia-
‘ment ; _ they have retired from the Bar of the
.chxﬂature with the dignity of injured but pa-
tient men, who have learned to bear Jegal igno:
miny without dsje&tion  or unfeémly irritation ;
who have refolved to await the flow Revolution
of Public Opinion, : and relymg on the reitude
of their caufe, and the increafing, influence of
reafon alone, {hl! truft that their couptryt:::_ﬁ

. . ~.
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will at laft grant them that juftice which they
have hitherto refufed. :
“‘Againft foch men requefting to fhare the-
Common Rights of Citizens, the ordinary pleas
of Intolerance would have been addrefled with
little effe to the candour and liberality of Par-
liament ; their eager oppofers would have at-:
tempted in vain to give' to their unjuﬁ: policy
the colour of political expediency; in vain they
would have endeavoured to alarm the Friends
of our limited Monarchy, by renewing the
- hackneyed obje&ions, that Diflenters, deeming
Epifcopacy unwarrantable by Scripture, muft be
enemies to the Inflitution of Bithops, muft with
the Abolition of an Order of Men who form an"
important part of the Legiflature; whofe right
of voting with the Peers could not be taken
away without expofing the Crown to Demo--
cratic Invafion. _
The 'fuggeftion is unfupported by any colla-
teral circumftances, or any apparent likelihood
of danger; it probably would have made little
impreffion on Parliament,and it furely could have
been applied with little profpe® of fuccefs to
thofe Senators, whofe opinions juftly bear the
the greateft weight in that aflembly.—For it
muft-have been 1nﬁantly felt, that to with fome
. important changes in the form of Government
is not inconfiftent with the true idea of alle-
giance ; that rational'and good Men might deem
the Cinque Port Barons an objeéionable part
Ba of
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of the Honle of Cammens, or the tranflation of
" Bithops 2 defet in the Houfe of Peers; that it
evea might be their opinjon, that the entire ¢x-.
cJufion of that Order from the Houfe: of Peers
would be neither injurioys to Religion, nor dif- .
advantageous to the political intereft of the Com-
munity ; and yet fiuch Men might be truly good
Gitizens, might cordiplly approve ony Govern.
ment by King, Lords, and Cammans, might
upon the wholz be well fatisfied with that {hare .
of happinefs which may be enjoyed under our
Conftitution ; m:gh; have no defign, no with to
diftushb the tranqmlhtz of tl:e public; on the
cpntrary, conceiving our Gavernment o be in-,
vefted with a lawful and, beneficial ‘o\ntho:ity,
they might chearfully fubmit to it in & pmme
fiation, and be willing, in a public capacity,. to
fupport it with fidelity. and active z¢al, .
Thefe are the difpofitions which, in a large:_
view than that of ftri¢t law, -conftitute a. good
Citizen; and, where thefe difpofitions are evi-.
dent, it is a matter of na concerp to-the State,
to. fcrutinize thought, or. to pafs a judicial fen.
tence on private o;nmon, and. hatmlcfs if not.
ufeful fpeculatian, = If Men of thefe difpofitiong.
fhould ngt he thought to. bear that dutiful at.
tachment to the State, which our laws require,
if allegiance thould be conftrued to mely 3D aCq
ceptance of the Conftitution and all its eftablifh-
mexrts, as perfect models of political wifdom,
and abfolutely mpayablc of any emendation ;
allegiance

-
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allegiance wonld be incompatible with common
fenfe and obfervation. Such an idea of allegi-
ance is manifeftly mdefenﬂble—-contcndmg par-
ties muft have agreed to renounce it.

In alt prebability, therefore, the application
for a repeal of the Teft Laws would. have been
admitted by the united wifdom and juftice of
the Houfe, if more powcrful means had net
been found to rouze the jealous fpirit of State
Pelicy; and to fupprefs, in minds of the greateft
benignity and wifdom of the purcft picty and
virtue, their better principles of YOLERATION.,

Some Diffenting Minifters of wmuch ability -

and reputation bad hazarded, with an honeft
z¢al, to publilh -their opinions en the inutility
and impropriety of any religious eftablithment;

had exprefled 2 deteftation of the corruptions of -

Porliament, and an admiration of certain Repub-

lican: forms of Government. Thefe hardy fen.-
timenty were detailed to the Houfe in quotations .
from she Authers alluded tog and their Adves--
fary, whofe declamatory talents, for fome years, -

had been little attended to, bad ance more the

fasisfadion 10 find that the Houfe liftened to
hiza, and that his perfonal inveQives had made -
that impreflion which he withed, and which- his .
regloning muft have failed to - produce. - A ma.- -
jority of the Mambers were fhocked by thefe:
frecdoms of fpeculgtive Men, they were appalied -

by the magnified dangers of INNOVATION 3

ong common fentiment of fear pervaded their-

breafts;
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breafts, ftifled their accuftomed feclings of equity -
and benevolence, and determined them ftill to
prolong the reftraint of thofe partial laws, - by
which our Diffenting Brethren are held in a ftate-
of difgraceful inferiority; ¢ Thou art not Cxfar’s
friend if thou let thefe Men go free.”

" But if the Diffenting Minifters, who were re- -
probated on this occafion with fo much feverity,
had really been as bad Citizens, as turbulent
and feditious Men, as their accufer withed. to re-
prefent them, how could it confift with juftice-
for the faults of two or three Individual Diffen--
ters to punifh thoufands of that denomination,
. not only without evidence of their difloyalty, :
but even againft their folémn proteftations of-
attachment to the Conftitution, before the accu-
fation was heard or fufpe@ed; and againft the
fironger proof refulting from the uniform and
colle&ive loyalty of -the Diffenters. for the pre- -
ceding century. If the General Body of Diffen.
ters in the prefent age thould be acquitted of
difloyalty, and yet their punithment as difloyal
Men fhould be thought neceffary, becaufe the
influence of the Minifters alluded to' may too
probably taint the Diffenters of the next gene- -
ration with their obnoxious principles, it is im- -
poffible to forefee, to what intolerable oppreffion
this frange principle may not lead the Legiila-
tore. Juftice ought to be to States as well as
to Individuals, the unchangeable rule of their
morality; to inflit hardéhips on particular claffes

, of
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of Men, who have adually dane nothing to
merit them, is a palpable breach of that rule,
which the bare poflibility ot . danger from thofe
Men cannot juftify. But to treat Men of this
age with hardthip, on a precarious fpeculation,
.that dangers may arife from other Men of the
.fame fet in fome future generation, is to com-
bine the utmoft injuftice with the moft manifeft

impolicy. S
Obfervations like thefe were ably, though
ineffeGually, urged in favour of the Diflenters,
by their magnanimous Advocate on the late mo-
tion for the Repeal of the Teft-A&t. But the
powerful reafoning urged on that occafion might
have received perhaps fome additional force, had
it been inquired whether the allegations againft
-the accufed individuals afford any fubftantial
ground even for their conviction as bad Citi-
zens, on whom the difabilities of the Teft Laws
.might be inflied, or continued with juftice.
.That this queftion may be difcuffled with bre-
vity, I fhall confine myfelf to the confideration
of the fingle cafe of Dr. Price, whofe talents and
.virtues juftly placed him at the head of the
Diffenters; but whofe charaéter, mild and amia-
ble as it was, could not protect him from the
rage of their Accufer, who infulted his feelings
with infolent cenfure or more infolent commen-
dation ; who exhaufted all the arts of his falfe
and fraudulent eloquence to render this excel-
lent Man at once odious and defpicable ; aiming
. n
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n his fiippofed criminalityto involve thewho}e-
Body of the Diffenters, and altinately to- dif-
credit the caufe of Political Reformation, aid
‘the men by whcm that caufe had been pro
moted.

It has been alh:gcd and-a deep impreﬂioh
Kas been made by the allegation, that mote dan-
gerous principles of non:conformity hive beeh
introduced or revived by Dr. Price, than thofe

-which had been the ufual grounds of feparation
affighed by his predeceffors - That his diffent was °
not merely a diflike of Bifhops of of thé Clerical

“Veftirents a difapprobation of eurLiturgy and
our Articles of Religion; or 4 convition thdt
the impofition of human fortms of faith and

‘worthip is inconfiftent with he libérty of Chil.
ftians and thi¢ divine authority of the Gofpel:

“That Dr. Price wasan adverfhiy to every pofiitse

‘inftitution of a National Clivrch: That he aitned

“to fubvert thé prefent, without eﬁabhﬂnng' ane-

ther form of public Reltgion $n its filace ; -That-
ke wotld difband the National Clergy, abolith
every emolument provided for them by the

"State, and abandon the fupport of Religion to

-the voluntaty zeal of Men willitig, on fach terms,
to teach or to de taufght: Thit the able Men

-who concut with hitn il thefe féintiments, would

"too probably fucceed in diffufing them throngh
the whole'Body of the Diffenters ; and that the

“tendency and final iffue of thefe prmcrples Wwas
nothing lefs than the introduction of anarchy

and
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and confufion, the triumph of fanaticifm and
the ruin of learning and rational religion. -

To this it may be replied, that it is the in..
tereft of the Community that a free examina-
tion of every Inflitution fhould be permitted,
and even encouraged; and, confequently, that |
fpeculative Men, who may .be led in the courfe.
of their dtfqmﬁtxons to condemn any Public
Eftablithment, either in part or in whole, ought
not to be punithed by difgrace or any other pe.
nalty whatever. -

Eftablithments, which .in one age may have
been ufeful or neceﬂ'ary in another may have
become ufelefs, inconvenient, or pernicious;
either the. beneficial end for which they were
ordained may be more eaﬁly attainable without
them; or fraud and corruption may have per-
verted them from their original defign to ferve
an unworthy purpofes and then bgnefit to.a
few individuals may be produced, but the Com-
mudity will be injured. And this is not un«
commonly the end, whatever. may have been
the defign of-all humpan inftitutions. Govern-
ment itlelf, which is formed for the general be-
nefit, is apt'to degenerate into tyranny; the
‘Magiftrate. is. intrufted -with. much power, he
grows fond. of it, and withes to ufurp more; or,
perhaps,. he-exercifes the power he has, not for
the common good, but his.own fepm‘atc.adm-
-tage; in cither-of. thefc cafes, it is a. work of
dxﬁcuity and.of danger too to-comtroul the Ma-

; giftrate ;
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gifirate; and therefore his ambitiort and his it
juftice too frequently facceed. And when Men
are embodicd in any fubordimte capacity, they
are then- apt-to be influénced by a- Corporation
Spirit, whick tempts them to prefer: the partiat
interefts of that clafs or profeflion to which they
Belong, to the general welfare of their Country.-
At firlt the cfiablifhment sray have been bene-
. volently and wifcly planned, and the Public for
fome time may: Rive reaped advantage from the
faithful Adminiftration of its Officers; aftee
that, the primitive zeal is obferved to coel;
the perforanance of profeffonal dury becomen
jekfome, it is gr relaxed, ected, and
at length Mymd 5 andneﬁ:lt the emo-
taments originally annexed to the adtual diff
tharge of duty, will frequently be retaihed; and
even increafed to the higheft amount, whed
Htfle or no profeflional duty has-been per.,
formed. Such is the tendency of human felfs
ifefs, under the fpecious pretext of xeal fot
the profeflion; ' and fuch the progrefs of every
infiitution -to a ftate of extreme abufe, when
‘exempt from comreul and unﬁbje&cd to frec
‘examination.’
- -T¢ muft be adm:tted, however, that parnal
-evil' may fometimes be the confequence of po-
‘pular cmtronlorfreedifcnﬂion. “Fhe juft and
j ic Magiftrate may be the objett of grmmd-
g” y and. diftrull ; and"his power may
'beredncedmthnlknits t00 narrow ty permit
‘ him
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bish to tle® the good fxe withes. ' But ths is an
evil comparatively bf little moment. Far it is
ealy to onlarge his power, when cxperience has
-faewn it to be expedient, or to adopt his plans,
when difcuflion has proved theu'nnhty But
when the power of popular comtroul is lo#t,
thaeannorogulnorpaaﬁcmumkftby
which the corruptions and ‘oppreflions of Ge-
vernment can be checked; the Commuaity
then lics profirate at the feet of Abfolute Power;
and it will not be longbefureAbfohterr
will have manifefted its tiger difpoﬁtion,
devoured its- prey, -

Uareafonable p ice teo may attzck the
moft uieful Inflitutions of a fubordinate kimd.
It may demand the refarmation of abufes where
nonc exift; or it may attempt to abolith what

. ought tp be oaly reformed.  But here allo, the
.evils refulting from the abufe of free difcuflian
. are evidently inconfidersble, and far out-weighed
by the fuperior advantages of intglic&ual libeety.

. There i3 indeed, in- all controverfy, fomewhat
. uapleafant 0 our feclings; we areapt tb be in-
-dolent ; we are apt to be faftidious ; if the fub-
je& ia debate be trivisl and ueinterefting; the
ments of the difputer are thrown away,

and his wit itfelf foon grown tirefore. I it be
an important fubje®t, we bave already perhaps
formed our fentiments wpon it; we diflike the
trouble to review them, and complain that our
repofe and acquiefcence in preconceived opinion
C2 have
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‘have been difturbed : - Men of mild.and amisble
: difpofitions are apt to overlook. the advantages
of difcuffion, and to lament the heats which are
. often excited among difputants, .and their fre-
- quent breiches of candour and charity ; - while
‘Men of miftaken humility exaggerate the weak.
“nefs and imperfe@ion: of human reafon, and be-
-wildered in the mazes of controverfy, know net
.where to turn, or ‘what opinion b adopt, but
- that difcuflion is to be fhunneéd as alike to them
fruitlefs and unfatisfaGory.  But we ave not to
- veje&t profitable toil, becaufe it is net always at-
tended with pleafure, for that would be ex-
“tremely unreafonable; nor are we, with mi(-
- taken' humility, to doom human underflanding
‘to ruft in perpetual ina&ivity, for that would
- be a mifchievous and impra&ticable attempt to
- thwart the defigns of -Providence, and fiop the
improvement of Mankind. Our intelle&ual fa-
. culty, imperfeét as it is, was: given by Gop to
- Man, to be freely exercifed, and to be alike the
- means of happinefs to Individuals and to Com.
- munities: tofupprefs or obfiru& the free opera-
- tion of this infirument of our. felicity muft be in
a greater-or a lefs degree difadvantagesus; it
- muft have a tendency more or lefs dire& to per-
* petuate whatever is falfe-in human opinion, by
preventing confutation; and:to confecrate what-
- ever is ufelefs. or pernicious.in human inftitu-
tions, by teaching us to- think of the Works of
. L . . ) Man,
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‘Man, a3’ we otght to think of the Works of
_ Gqo alone, that whatever is—is right. :

It is true, that in the controverfies of fpecuka-
tive Men, and in the ﬂ:mggles of contending
parties, the general opinion is not unfrequently
erroneous for fome time; becaufe Mankind
are liable to be mifled by the mifatement of
" falts, and apt: to accept eloquent declamation

-iaftead of folid and conclufive reafoning. But
.it’ is unqueftiomable, that what is true or beae-
- ficial, may be more eafily proved to be what it
“really is, than what is falfe or pernicious, can

be proved to be what it really is not. By this
:fingle-circumftance, a decifive advantage in ail
: ical firuggles is for ever fixed on the fide
~of truth.and general utility; and hence, under
-a juft freedom of difcuffion; that Caufe which
- involves the intereft of the Commmunity will be
“ultimately fuccefsful. Sometimes the Adverfary
- of that Caufe may combat with a tranfient fupe-
riority; he may poflefs unufual powers of rea-
“foning ; he may cover his fallacies with uncom-
mon art and eloquence; but his triumph will
be of thort duration, and the mifchief done will
be of little extent. Genius, equally vigorous,
- will foen arife to point out and corre& his er-
yors; equal powers of eloquence and reafon will

be exerted to recommerd the truth, but with a

fuccefs more extenfive .and more lafting.—Tle

- Public Mind, having viewed the fubjeét 'on every

fide, having feen every fallacy dcteﬂ:ed c}reﬁ
o
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folid argunient unanfwerably maintained, wifl
yield at laft to full convidtion; and the copfp-
quence of the controverfy will be, the advance.
- memt of Human Knowledge, mddnagmmmi
happinefs of the Community. -
To what can we afcribe the gradnal improve-
ment of thele civilived Europran Conntyics from
-a flate of favage barbarifim, but to the efforts of
Reafon ; of Reafon often exertéd agaiaft the i -
tevefts of an injuricns Government in
to grefs: and prevailing prejudics, and in'de-
fiance of the fanguinary - Ratutes of an ignorast
and intolerantage? How truly infignificent theh .

are all the partial evils which have arifen from-' -
free examination andpophr controul, when

‘compared with the mighty benefits which hawe
-béen obtained by thefe meins, under circam-
ftanoces' very difcouraging and very difadvas-
tageous to the exertions of Reafon and Public
Spirit! Aad how greatly more might the con-
dition of mankind be yot improved, in every
art, in every virtoe which can acoommodate or
adorn human- life, if juft refiraints on the ats-
bition of Govcramt were geaerally impofed,
if the free exercife of Reafon were permitted,
and difgrace wcrcmnaxedbyrthe hsnncﬁm
alone.

But of all human dhbliﬂlments, fhofe whidl
have been formed for the promotion-of Religion
are perhaps the moft liable to great and das-
gerousabnfe. Refpedting thefe m&mu;:d the

om
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freedom of fpeculative men-ought, leakt:of all to.
be confined. From thereverence which is juftly
paid to:the facred do&rines of Religion, ‘the
Priefthood in all Countries have ufually acquired
a great degree -of influence over.the National
mind ; and the hiftory of Europe in the darker
and lefs inquifitive ages fhows, that this influence
Ias been employed to aggrandize the facerdotat
order, to fupprefs free inquiry, to encourage
ﬁ:perﬁmon, and to perpetuate, #f that had been
poffible, the credulity and biind fubmiffion of
the People by whom the Clergy had been unw

wilely- elevated to execffive wealthand grandeus.
After the revival of letters in the fifteenth Cens
tury, and the confequent diffufionof ufeful know-
ledge, 2 confiderable Reformationof Ecclefiaftical
abufes was foan clie@ted; thie do&rines of Chria
Rianity were nplnincdin-a manner more eonfo-
nant Wwith commeon fenfe, and.the riches of the
Clergy were reduced within -more motlerate
deunds in Englind, and in- many other parts of
Europe. Whether that-Reformation of the eftz.
blifhed Church in England was carried at firft as
far as it ever ought to be carried ; whether the
doétrines and the forms of Public worthip.in
our Chureh are unexceptionable ; whether the
power and wealth of our Clergy are conducive
to the advancement of piety, or the. benefit of
the Community ; ‘whether the cnds of Religion
THAY ROt NOW, Or at fome future peod,. be mare
. co!npletely -obtained, through-the diligence of
y Minifters
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Minifters Sepending on the volumtaty coptribis «
tions of their refpe@ive Cosgregations, than
"under the Miniftry of an equally learned but
lefs aitive Glergy for whom the laws have pres.
vided an income independent of their Pa-
rithioners ; thefe are queftions on which fpecy.
Iative mén fhould be allowed to differ, and to
give a negative to each, without reproach. For
itis 1mportant to the Community, that on thefe
fubjécts it hould form 2 juft and well confidered
judgement, not an ¢pinion takep up without
examination, on the authority of the Prieft, or
the Magifirate ; becaufe they may have an in-
terelt to fupport abu&s, but the Community
cannot. .

Thefe are at all times proper fubjeQs of difs
cuﬂion ; and if in each cafe, the queftion- thopld
be dacided by unbiaflfed Reafon, the henour of
Reéligion, and the welfare of the Public, would
pot. be facrificed as they often have been to
gratify the withes of the fuperior Clergy ; the
corredtion of abufes, the more fuccefsful pro-
motionof piety, juftice, and benevalence woyld
then become the primary objeds. of attention;
and the cafe and accommodation of Minifters
in the Houfe of Pears would be dccmcd fabor-
dinate confiderations. . .

. But when the examination of fuch qne{hons :
m prevented by the State, or which-is nearly
equivalent, when diffent is punifhed in the fan-
wmary mode’ of corporal feveritics, or difl-

' couraged
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touraged by-legal difgrace.and the . privation of
Civil Rights; the natural confequence of this
policy muft be a conftant accumulation of abufes
in the Church, inftead. of progreflive improve-
ment ; and-the ftrong and increafing difappro-
batlon of- ferious men, mﬂ:ead of that general
conformlty which a- more. liberal pohcy would.
gradually produce.

But it may be objeéted, that the prmcnples of
toleratxon here laid down -are too extenfive. to.
be valid; . that they hold out impunity: to  men,
of all rehgxons and of ngne; that to tolerate un-
believers of every clafs .is to encourage -irreli-
gion ;. and that the confequence of fuch i impro-,
. vident encouragement of irreligion, in any Com- .
mumty, mutft be the final prevalence of Atheifm;
and ‘the, ruin of that fenfe of Religion by which
the crimes of Mankmd are chiefly reftrained and
their miferies confoled: Thefe obje&ions, - pers
haps, have been fufficiently obyiated by the ges
neral oblervations which haye been: alreadyflated.
But fince pious  men, from fuch-invidious fug-
geftions, may ‘too. readily entertain fearful. ap-
prehenfions of the.event; fhould the principles
of unlimited toleration be adopted ;:it ‘may.not
be imgroper to recall to -their recolle@ion thefe
ynheeded, but important truths; that it-is .not
lawful to ufe force, or any fpeaes of corrupt in-
fluence to promote the ageeptance of religious
truth; that the propagation of Religion by.any
means, but thofe of argument and:ratignal con-
. ) D viion,
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viftion, is eontrary to the whole tenor of the
Gofpel, and the pradtice of our Divine Mafter ;
that, under the Pagan -Governments, foon after
our Saviour’s appearance in the world, popular
fuperftition and philofophic incredulity” were
equally fobdued by the power of reafon alone,
and Chriftianity, poor; defpifed, and perfecuted,
in a fhort time became the Religion of the civi.
litd World: white in Chriftisn Countries and
in a-fubfequent age, it which the Public Forms
¢f Religion have not been improved up to the
general ﬁmdhrdofgoodfen’fe, and in which the
€lergy have become the obje&s of contempt or
envy, for their wealth and' power, for their fecu-
harity, their difrogard of profefiomil duty, and
their apparert ilivtiltfy to the Public, no terrors;
»o- feVeﬁm% of an inquifition, have been able to
ent the of frrefigion. - Penal feveris
:rl:may com 'unbcﬁt:v.:reﬁgll to fubmit to the
Prieft’s avthority?. But averfion to 2 Religion, fo
propagated, will talte a ¥l deeper root in his
haart ; the fhettater of his fulferings will fympa-
tle with Riny, wil? Be: tempted to adopt his
refentments, and-join in Ais unbelief. On fuch
occafions it is 2 refle@ion which naturally occuars,
that force, or fraud, of cérruptioh; muft be un:
aeceflary and invpropet fapports of a Religion
feunded on Divine Authority ; and the Church
fyfoem, which caanot fand-without thofe props,
maft have been built upen: 2 foundation origi-
nﬂyhdywthefmnmu&bemawy

infecure
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pidation. From this dilemma, the intolerant

Churchman finds it impoffible to elcape; but it.
cannot entangle the more confiftent Chriftian,
who refpe@s the Rights of Confcience, and
who, relying on the truth and- diviae efficacy
of the Gofpel, will nat confent to dithonour hig
Religion; by employing fraud, or by accepting
the aid of either compulfion or corruption.

In Eagland, unbelievers are certainly liable to
penal fatutes of great feverity; but the Spirit of
the Times is more liberal than the Letter of oux
Laws; theind of Government, and the

concarreace of Pubhc, have reduced to a

fiate of darmancy many. of thofe intolerant fia,
tyses which have not. yet been repealed. Even
the Teft Laws, which bear with fo much hard.

fhip on-Chriftian, Diflenters of every fe®, are

fonad in pradice &ldam to exclude fram civil
ofpes, unbelievers of any denomination. It s
aotqgites, that many of the fuperior fations of
trwh gnd honour eac: filled by perfons who reje&
Clxifiiattity; and who fcarcely admit a fingle av-
tiale of the Religion of Reafon.: I cannot- com-
mend; the laxity of their praétice, who thus com~
sauticste with 8 National Church, the maft im-
portant . do@rines of which they wholly difhe-
lieve; mor can I praife the palicy of a Legifia-
ture, which retains a Tef} eafily cluded by ‘men
of ne Raligion, and effetual anly to exclude
thofe confcientious Chriftians who fcrople to

Da concur
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coricur in fome uneflential partxculars, but em.
brace the fubftantial part of the Public Religion.
But while men of capacity, for Public Affairs,
are to be found among the various tribes of
unbelievers, it is an advantage to the Public,
that their defeftive Creed fhould be no bar
to their employment. In the prefent reign,
Hume, Gibbon, Smith, were appbinted without
fcruple to refpeable pofls in various depdrt-
ments of the State; their appointment was ho-
nourable to ‘the liberality of our Government,
arid they ferved their Country with the appro-
bation of every candid and eqmtable Chriftian.
But when a Politicién can unite in himfelf the
difcordant chara&ers of . Bigot. and Unbeliever,
when he can fupport by force what he believes
to be falfe; when he can infult the Religion of
his Country by profaning its' moft facred cere-
mony in the a& of Public Celebration ; and yet
can exceed the moft intolerant Churchman, in
zeal; to preferve the ftatutes of perfecution un:
repealed ; if power thould be intrufted to fuch
a man, it would excite an indignant difapproba.
tion which ‘no profeffional abilities could dimi:
nith. And fhould he chance to fit upon:one of
the higheft feats of Magiftracy, it would only be

more neceflary, for the fake of injured Freedom

and Religion, to brand him as an-Oppreffor of
Men much better than himfelf : He, a gloomy
{corner of Chn{hamty, who fupports the efta-
blithed fyflem of fuperftxtmn, as he decms. it,

with
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with all the terrors of penal feverity; they, con-
fcientious men, who, in fome uneflential articles,
diffent from the Church, but who fincerely em-
brace thie fubftance of that Religion, which then’
injurious perfecutor wholly rejects.

If then perfons, who diffent fundamenrally

from the Religion of the Public, ought-not to -

fuffer the perfecution either of corporal punith-

ment or of legal dxfgrace, it is furely evident,.

that perfons who agree with the Church in
fundamentals, and differ only in fome uneffen-
tial circumftances, ought, with ftill more reafon,

to be exempt from all difcouragements, either -

of greater or of lefs feverity. In England, for
inftance, if the queftions fhould be debated,
whether the Church does not need Reforma.
tion, in points which refpe& her difcipline or
doétrine, the diftribution of her Revenues, or
the political power of her Prelates; why fhould
that Citizen incur difgrace, who reprobates Ec-
‘clefiaftical Sinecures or the tranflation of Bithops,
and their confequent fubje@ion to the undue
influence’ of the Court, more than he who re-
fcinded finecures in the State, and attempted to
¢je& the Cornith Burgefles, the Cinque Port
Parons, from the Houfe of Commons? Or if
any one fhould hazard an opinion, that Pety
and every Chriftian Virtue might be more effec-
tually taught by Minifters, paid by voluntary
contribution, than by a Body of Clergy, entitled
by law ‘to tithes and other emoluments, why

fheuld
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fhould he not be allowed freely and without
reproach to fupport his fpeculations; juft as
another on a different fubjed, of far inferior,
but fiill of great xmpormnce, might, without
offence, declare his opinion, that a i
army for the defence of this ifland is unne-
ceflary, and might be exchanged with advan.
tage for a volunteer militia? That the eftablifh.
ment of a National Church, in any Country, is
abfolutely neceffary for the fupport of Religion,
is a pofition which cannot be maintained, with
any colour of reafon, becaufe it is contradicted
by indifputable fads, in ancient and in modera
times ; by the gradual propagation of Chrifti.
anity ,for. threc centuries after the death of
Chrift, without the aid of an eftablithed Clergy,
and by the fuccefs which now attends. the la.
bours of the Diffenting Minifters, who, like
their Predeceffors in the primitive ages, devote
themfelves to the fervice of Religion, without 3
proipe& of legal provifipn. That fuch Inftitn,
tions are in their nature.ualawful, is anothes
pofition which is equally untensble; becaufe
the Jewith Religion affords a dire@ precedent
of a National Church eftablithed, as every Chrir
ftian muft admit by Divine Authority, becaufe
the formation of National Chriftian Churches is
not forbidden by the-Gofpel; and becaufe cou-
MoN confent affords to National Churches, as it
does to thofe which are merely congregational,
a fimilar and a fufficient fanétion; But whep
diffentions
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d#ntions have arifen, in any Cotntry, refpedds
ing the Religion of the Public, and no aflent of
the People approaching nearly to general appro-
bation can be fuppofed, there may then arife ques
ftions of expediency, whether an attempt ought
to-bé made to regain that general approbation
which has been loft, by reforming the Inftitu.
tions of the Church, or whether the efablifh«
ment itfelf ought not to be wholly laid afide,
and the propagation of Religion to be intrufted
to the zeal and affiduity of unendowed Teachers.
On this fubje I am free to acknowledge, that
my fentiments differ widely from thofe which
have been imputed to Dr. Price. The eftablifh.
ment of a Parochial Clergy, under the fuperin.
tendance of Epifcopal Officers, in the prefent
very imperfe&t flate of knowledge and virtue
in the World, appears to be of important ufe:
In England, theugh many of the Clergy are fuf:
fered to hold a pleurality of kvings, to be even
wholly non-refident, and’the litigious nature of
the provifton, to which the law entitles them,
often renders thofe¢ who do not defert' their .
Parochial Duty, incapable of doing the good
which otherwife might be expe@ed from them ;
yet, under thefe manifeft difadvantages, our
Parochial Clergy may juftly be praifed as a very
fearned and a very ufeful Body of Men; of
whom rhany, perhaps a tajority, are exemplary
in the performance of their duty,and fuccefsful in
promoting good morals and a ferious fenfe of Re-
Kgion. Eveninthe moftremoteand unfrequented
parts

L4
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parts of the Country, good order, decency, and
avnhty are promoted, in a confiderable degree,.
by their example and influence, in the fmall dif~
tricts which are committed to their inftru@ion.
And though grave and able Paftors, of the Dif-
fenting Congregations, are fupported in a re-
fpectable manner by voluntary ftipends in many. -
of our rich and populous towns; I know not any:
fa@ts from whence it'may be.colleited, that the
fmall and thinly peopled parifhes in the country.
would be generally fupplied with 3 fet .of Mini-
fters as learned and rational as the: prefent,, if
the eftablifhment of any Parochial Clcrg'y Werg.
to be abolithed.

But though the opinion of Dr. Price, on “this
fub]e& may have been erroneous, yet it was the
error of a fincere and generous mind. Pious,
benevolent, and difinterefted, . he may. have
thought mankind more generally influenced- by
an adive zeal for' Religion, than experience
proves them to be: convinced of the. Divine
Origin of the Gofpel, and: its efficacy finally.ta
overcome all oppofition, he may have valued
too lightly. the: benefits aGtually derived from
our National Clergy, and the much greater ad-
vantages which under a reformed Eftablithment
would foon be the confequence.of their increaf-
ing zeal and affiduity: warmed with the.contem-
plation of that ftate of perfection, to.which
mankind are uniformly, though flowly advanc-
mg, in.which Piety will-be found.to flourith

without
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without the aid of the Prieft, and Juftice will be
focurely relied on without the intervention of
the Magiftrate, he may have been too ready to
conclude that Ecclefiaftical Eftablithments, in
every form, are ufelefs at prefent, and ought
to be exchanged for the fimple and original
mode of Inflru&ion, by voluntary and unen.
dowed Teachers. That we are far.diftant from
that ftate of general knowledge and virtue, in
which it would be .expedient to adopt this
fcheme, is readily allowed. But fhall a Man,
of great and ufeful talents, of exemplary piety
aad virtue, be punifhed with infamy for fpecu.
lations like thefe, which, inftead of being dero-.
gatory from Religion, manifeft the ﬁrme& reli-
ance on its Divine Authority: or forfeit his civil
rights for prematurely propofing fchemes of
Inftruction, which every good man muft with
we were worthy to receive, and which it is the
joint aim of Law and Religion to fit us to adopt?
If thefe peculiarities of opinoa, which, in fa&,
have.been altogether harmlefs, are yet in a legal
confideration offences againit the State for which
Dr. Price was juftly punithable; what Man of
ferious thought can be deemed innocent, or in
what but abje& ignorance, or a fervile compli-
ance with Public Opinion, can fafety be found ?
Intolerance has a microfcopic eye, which can
difcover danger or criminality in any fpecula-
tion on any fubje@®. In her view, whether the
fubje& of dlfqmﬁuon be theological or moral,

E whether
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whether it relate to metaphyfics.or ndtural phi.
lofophy, freedom of inquiry is always danger-
ous, and novelty of fentiment is never free from
guilt. On fuch reafons, the difgrace of Price may
be approved; and on fimilar grounds, Clarke
and Hoadly, Newton and Locke, Churchmen,
who were the ornaments of their profeflion;
Philofophers, who were the honour of their
Country, might have been condemned as Men
of dangerous fpeculation and difturbers of the
Public Peace. And thus the Zealots of Church
Power, proceeding-ftep by ftep from one degree
of intolerance to another more févere, -might
juftify, by parity of reafon, the imprifonment
of Galileo at Rome, the legal murder of Serve-
tus at Geneva, the burning of Proteftants in
London, and the maflacre of the Hugonots in
Paris. -

‘Such were the barbarities which difgraced
our Anceftors in a ferocious age. Under a
ftate of milder manners, we fhudder at the
mention of them; and the execution of a fingle
Diffident at Smithfield, would now excite ge-
neral horror, and prove -the ryin of .our Na-
-tional Church. But though thefe cruel fpecta-
cles are feen among us no rhore, our cager
Churchmen muft not flatter themfelves that
they have ceafed to be intolerant. Toleration
indeed has long been the maxim of our Civil
Government ; in the prefent reign, the feverer
fatutes of perfecution have been repealed, or

) their
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their operation, with few exceptions has been
fufpended; and if zealous Churchmen had tefti- -
fied no repugnance to the repeal of the Teft
Laws, it is probible that the condu& of Go-
werninent, on the lite agitation of that-queftion,
might have been conformable with their general
maxims,-and the requeft of the Diffenters might
have been granted by Parliament. But furely
little praife is-due to the tolerant principles of
thofe Churchmen, who applaud indeed - the re.
peal of thofe fanguinary ftatutes, which, from
the increafed humanity of the age, it was found
impoffible to execute, but who obftinately infift
on retaining thofe lefs rigorous Penal Laws,
which, punifhing epinion by difgrace and the
forfeiture of civil rights alone, may flill be al-
lowed to operate to a great extent, with no im.
mediate hazard.

To Louis XIV." it feems to have been exclus
fively referved, in an enlightened age, to join
the extreme. of refinement, with that of intoler-
ant feverity. His Capital was the refidence of
fcience, arts, and learning; his Court was the
feat of fplendour, elegance, and every voluptu-
ous enjoyment ; but his Cabinet was the cell of
anInquifitor. Intoxicated with conqueft and un-
limited power, this Defpot refolved to-endure
no Religion in France but his own; he revoked
the Edict of Nantes; he fent -Dragoons into
every Province to compel his Proteftant Subjeés
to embrace his Religion, but diffatisfied with

E2 their
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their-fuccefs, he fent other Mifliomaties in this:
unhallowed work of converfion, to.feduce and
to win them over by bribes. It is difficult to
fay, whether the compulfion employed on. this
" occafion was more odious and deteftable, or
the « corruption was more bafe and defpicable.;
But it is too evident, that {o long as our Teft-
Laws fhall remain unrepealed, the condu& of
our Government will bear a near refemblance.
to the pra&ice of this fuperftitious Tyrant ia-
thefe pecuniary converfiens. The mode is
fomewhat different ; the principle and the of
feét intended are the, fame. :

Our milder fyflem of intolerance mdead dif-.
claims all corporal feverities, but it endeavours:
corruptly to fupport the Religion of the State ;
by annexing hanours and the emoluments of civil.
office, to the profeflion of orthodox helief. But.
this fpecies of undue influence is as impolitic and
_ ipeffeGua) for the end propofed, as it is unreafon-:

ableandcontmryto:hcpnmyoftbeoofpd it
dithonours the Public Religion, and.yet it does
not diminith the number of Diffenters. . On the
cantrary; the Diffeatcrs have long been 2 grow-.
ing Body; and they are now increafing, per-.
haps, with greator rapidity -tham in any former
period. TFhere are amang them Men of great
learning and genius, who, to piety and unble-
raifhed morals, add an éagernefs of zeal againdt
the Eftablithed Church; and undnubtedly the
ptefent increafe of non-confwmxty in a con-

fiderable
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fidetable meafure, may be imputed to thir une"’

wearied exertions. But this is net a circum-’

flance peculiar-to the prefent age.. The Dif-

fenters have always had among them able and -
zealous Men, whofe high reputation gave credit

to their caufe; and whofe diligence and affi-
duity gained profelytes not merely among per-"
fons of the inferior ftations, but in a greater
proportion, perhaps, among ferious men of li-

beral education, and of opulent or independent

fortunes. This, therefore, cannot be deemed a -

cafual advantage which the Diflenters of this -

age poflefs, nor can the gradual increafe of their

number, duriag the laft century, be accounted

for .by" any accidental or precarious circum-

ftances; it muft have arifen from fome perma-

nent and powerful caufe, which, under the

preffure of Penal Statutes and againft the ef-
forts of a numerous and learned Clergy, has

operated with conftant and increafing fuccefs

to feparate wife and good Men from the Efta-

blithed Church.

It is true, the adberents of the Church of
England- fill form a large majority of the na-
tion; but many nominal Chriftians and Un-
believers of various forts are claffed among
them; and there are many fincere Chriftians
who have exprefled, but more, .perhaps, who
have concealed their difapprobation of the forms
of our Church, and their withes for a farther
Reformation, and yct are not convinced that

they
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they ought to join the Non.Conformifts.es’.
"Thefe confiderations feem clearly to prove, that
a mitigated intolerance is ill calculated to pro-
mote uniformity of Religion, that our Teft
Laws are unprofitably fevere, and that we ought
to abandon them for their inefficiency, even if .
duty did not require us to renounce them as .
dithonourable to the Gofpel, and oppreflive to
our unoffending Fellow-Citizens, It is furely
fufficient, that the inutility of this corrupt
fyftem of intolerance has been proved by the
experience of a century ; it is time that more
honourable meafures thould be tricd, that the
maxims of impartial juftice and equity thould -
roore confiftently govern the condu& . of the
State. They are the maxims on.which the
wealth and tranquxlhty of nations pnncapally )
depcnd ; and weighed againft them, the inter-
efts and withes of the fuperior Clergy ought
to be deemed as duft in the balance. .

_But the too cautious Churchmap may here
exclaim, that the adoption of thefe fpecious?
principles of. univerfal toleration would not:
leffen, it would rather aggravate_the evils of
controverfy and diffention ; that the repeal of
the Teft Laws and the removal of every othéer
penal reftraint, which operates as a fence to.the
Eftablithment, would open to the Diffenters a
piofped of fuccefs, which would augment their .
number with increafing rapidity; and fill as -
their number appr roached more nearly to that .

of
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of their opponents, thofe fierce animofities would
be more inflamed, which it ought to be our en-
deavour to cool and compofe. And it muft bé
acknowledged, that thefe apprehenfions would
be by no means groundlefs, if, after having an-
nulled every fatute of intolerance, from which
the Public Religion has hitherto received a dif-
graceful fupport; the State thould fuffer no Re-
formation in the Difcipline, the Revenues, or
the Public Forms of our Church. = But if the
conceflion of perfe& toleration muft ultimately
condu&® us to an Ecclefiaftical Reformation,
why thould that confequence imprefs the minds
of our Legiflators with terror, or excite the op-
polition of Statefmen, who are friendly to Re-
ligion, and who feel the noble ambition to im-
prove their Country.  With the fuperttition of
elder timeés, we have done well to abandon their
fyftem of fanguinary perfecution: It was a fyftem -
.offenfive to humanity, offenfive to the free fpirit
of our Conftitution ; and the tranquillity which
it was calculated to produce was not the acqui-
efcence of men convinced and fatisfied, it was
the repofe of ignorance and blind credulity, the
the fubmiffion of flaves, afraid and often unable
to think. If the State ftop at this point of in.
complete toleration, willing to difcontinue cor-
poral feverities in fupport of the Public Relis
gion, but determined to prote& the abufes 2pd
imperfections of the Church, by difqualification
for Civil Office, and the inflition of legal dif-

grace;
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grace; in that cafe, 2 ftate of tontention, il ins
creafing in turbulence, feems  unavoidable.—r
The degree of perfecution. at prefent employed
is fufficient to provoke and exafperate, it is not
fufficient to intimidate and fupprcfs .the oppo-
nents of the Church: By the rigour of a fierner
intolerance the inconveniences and .the advan;
tages of naii-bonfarmity might have been un-
known in _E'ngland, as they are in Spain. and
Italy.; free inquiry might bave been ftifled, the
National fyftem of Religion might have been eftas
blithed on unqueftioned authority; and apparent
uniformity might have been obtained. -On the
_ other hand, by a complete reftoration of the
- rights of conicience, examination would be ens
couraged, knowledge would become geperally
diffufed: ABuse and SurersTITION Would vanifh
before the increafing light, and mankind :would
gradvally attain the fummit of moral dignity,
and bappinefs. But in the policy which we
have adopted there is much injuftice to no end
or purpofe ; we are intolerant, without obtain-
ing uniformity, or fecuring the Public tran-
quillity ; and we fuftain the mifchiefs of diffen-
tion and perpetual controverfy, without reaping
any improvement from free examination. . .
But let us for a moment fuppofe, if the fup.

g ofition will not be too alarming to the timarous
hurchman,. that the Teft Laws have been re-
pealed, that every.trace of intolerance has been
expunged from our Ratute book, and that a
Commiffion
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eothmiffion has been ffued by dite authority to
PrelatesandLayChurchmendiftinguithed for their
wifdom- and the liberality of their fentiments,
requiting them to review the whole fyftem of
our Religious inffitutions, and to prepare a plan
for its-amendment. What meafares of Reformas
tion could in all probability be the refult of this
apipointment, which would not be truly benefis
clal to the Community and fach as ought to be
promotcd if there were not a fingle Diffenter
. in the Kingdom. 1Is it 2 poffible confequence of
fuch commiflion that the Liturgy would be dift
continued, and the unpremeditated prayer of the
Diflenters would be adopted in itsftead ? Or that
the Liturgy might be continued and in fome parts
nnght remain unaltered; butin manyplaccs bythe
intermixture ofrennmcnts as difputable as thofe
which would be expunged, would bé rendered
unacceptable to the great majority of Church-
men. Judging from the writiags of Clarke and
Hoadly, Jonesand Jortin, Blackburne and Law,
ot from the known temper and writings of thofé
eminent Churchmen of this age, whe probably
would compofe a part of the commiffioners, and
whofe fentiments would ufidoubtedly have great
weight with théir Lay colicagues, we may fafely
pronounce that no fuch confequence would be
pofible. It is the fentiment of every liberal
Churchman, and it has been often exprefled, that
the ufe of a Liturgy ought to be continued, and -
tint our pwfent Liturgy, in the miain part of it
ought
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ought to remain unaltered ; but it is their clear
conviction al{fo that the language of difpute
fhould never be heard in our addreffes to the
Almighty, and therefore our Forms of Public
Worthip ought to be rendered as nearly as they
can be, conformable to the practice and phrafe-
ology of Scripture; fome repetitions too they
conceive, might be ftruck out of the Liturgy ;
fome improvements might be introduced in its
arrangement; and fome verbal and grammatical
changes might alfo be made with obvious advan-
tage. Thefe are alterations which to be ap-
proved, feem to.need only to be flated : but ra-
tional and worthy men there may be who from
excefs of caution, and unperceived prejudices of
wvarious forts, may not be willing to fubject ouyr
Public Forms of Worfhip to that revifal and
correction, which to many appear indifpenfably
neceflary ; but they will not be found in concert
with Enthufiafts and the more fagacious Hypo-
crites of Church Power, contending that the Li-
turgy is too perfet to admit improvement, or
denying that the changes fuggefted would ren-
der that venerable compofition more free from
juft qbjections, more . conducive to rational
Piety, and. more effectual to fatisfy and unite
tp the National Church, the generality of ferious
Chriftians. . .

Can it be apprehended that fubfcription to the
prefent Articles of Religion would be difcon.
tinued, only that 3 new fyfiem of Articles as ex-
s, . ceptionable
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eeptionablé, as liable to difpute, might be ob-
truded in their room ? The apprelienfion is to-
tally groundlefs; “all the moft diftinguifhed
fnends of Ecclefiaftical Reformation have uni--
formly difclaimed and combated the defign.—-
They well know that to fubftitute new unfcrip-
tural articles for the old, would be to change the
fabjeds of difpute, or to vary their pofition, but
not to leflen the violence of difputation, or to-
confult the honour of our Religion. They have.
generally declared their opinion that fubfcription
to any fyftem of human articles is improper;
but if that form or pratice were difpenfed with,
they could be well content, I'am perfuaded, that
the Thirty-nine Articles thould remain in the
Book of Common Prayer as a monument of the
theological opinions adopted by the Anglican
Church in former ages, and a ftandard from
‘which it has not thought fit to deviate in the
prefent.

Can it be ferioufly thought, that- the mea-
fures of the Commiffion here fuppofed, would
tend to unnerve and relax the difcipline of the
Church ? or to impair the dignity of the Bifhops,
or in any degree to leflen the general income of
the Church? The apprehenfion of fuch confes
quences is too improbable ; it is plainly an ima-
ginary fear.—With refpet to difcipline, the
dire& reverfe of relaxation would be the certain
effed of a farther Reformation of our Church.
There are_perhaps no abufes which have been
carried to fo great excefs, in the Church of

Fa E_ngland,
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England, nome which have had :fo fital irifin.
ence on the morals and: Piety of the People, or
which have excited fuch juft and general comn.
plaints, 25 the Noa.Refidence of the Clergy, and
their frequent pofleflion of .2 Plurality of Livings.
Whenever our Ecclefiaftical fyftem. fhall undet-
go a ferious review, thofe abufes will nndoubt.
edly receive due correétion : and if the Bithops
. not fufficient authority to compel the
habitual refidence of the Parochial Clergy, and to
prevent any Plurality of Livings, as the law naw
flands; fach authority ought to be given .to
them, and the moft effeGual means ought to be
provided, for fecurihg the due execution of any
new law which might be paffed, to prevent fuch
enormous abufes in future.
1 With refpect t6 the dignity of the: Bifhops and
the general Rewenues of the Churdh, the feati.
ments of a Patsiotic. Bithop have been expliined
with his ufual energy and intrepidity ; and ap-
rently, with the genéral approbation of thefe
hurchmen, who' deem a Reformation of the
Church expedient. - If the hdvice of this diftin-
guifhed Prelate wdre talcen upon this fabje, is it
probable that he would recommend 2 diminution
of the authority of the Bithops vver the Paro-
ehial Clergy ; or propofe their degradation froen
their feats in Parlinment ? Nothing like either of
thefe meafures can- be fuppofed ; - the worthy
Prelate certainly has no fuch defign ; his advice
has already deen offered to the Epifcopal Bcnd;
LI an
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and had it Deén Aoecpied Dy his Right Reverend.
Brethren, perhaps the truc interefls of the
Church of England weuald have boes better con-
fulted.- For it cannot be difsabled, that 2 gene-
ral fufpicion at prefent prevads, that our
Spiritual Lords are -fsequently and umdaly in-
fluenced in thveir Parkamentary condu& by the
hope of tranflation. It is evident therefore that
a prohibition of the fature tranflation of Bithops,
and as the Epifcopal Sees become vacant a gra-
dual equalization of their revenues, would tend
to re-cftablith the dignity and proper mﬂucnce
of the Epifcopal charaQer. :
And if from fusds which are neither dxﬁcult
to be pointed out, nor improper to be thus.em-
ployed, means were adepted to augment the
fmall benefices of our Church, to fuch extent
thas each benefice would bg a decent provifion
for the maintenance of a refident Clergyman ;
who could then complain of a firit execution
of thelaws againft Non-Refidence, or who could
think that fuch a diftribution of the Ghurch
Revenues, 28 that here alluded to, weuld not
tend to the advancement of Religion, and the
general fatisfaction of the Parochial Clergy ?:
The lalt fubjed -of complaint refpeiting ouve
Eoclefiaftical Inftitutions, viz. that of Tithes,
fhaill be briefly noticed. This mode of provid.
ing by tithes for the Parochial Clergy, is often
attended with great vexation to thofe who re-
ceive and to thofe who pay thofe dues; and it
manifeftly
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manifeftly tends to obftru@® and defeat the en-:
dedvours of the Parochial Clergy to be ufeful in -
their refpetive ftations. Whenever our Church
Syftem, therefore, fhall undergo a revifion, it is
not improbable that this inconvenient kind of
provifion for the Clergy will be changed for
another that is more unexceptionable. Andifa
valuation of the Tithes, payable to the Clergy
throughout England, were made under due au-
thority, on an average of their value for the
three laft years, and the average price of wheat
for the fame term were fettled in a fimilar man-
ner, it appears that a full and proper equivalent
for the Tithes to be abolithed might be obtained
for each incumbent, in the thape of Corn-Rents,
payable out of thofe lands which are now charg-
ed with the payment of Tithes; the Corn-Rents
to be levied as the Poor’s Rates are colleited,
‘but by a feparate affefiment ; and the quarterly
payment of thefe rents in four equal fums to be
enforced in the fame fummary manner. By
fuch regulations a_provifion for the fupport of
the Parochial Clergy would be eftablithed, which
would be adequate, permanent, and not liable to
fink or rife with every flu&uation in the price of
money : and thus the ftrife and litigation which
too frequently arife between the Paftors and
their Parifhioners, refpeting their prefent dues,
would be totally extinguithed; they would learn
to confider each other as friends, whofe intereft
was always the fame; mutual good-will and har-
mony
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mony would . fubfit between them with fewer
interruptions; and the great bufinefs of Religion
would be more fuccefsfully advanced. In a po-
litical view, the benefits of the change, as tend-
ing to promote a more fkilful and extenfive cul-
tivation of the ground and an increafe of popu.
lation, are too apparent to need any illuftration.
A Reformation of our Church; effected on
thefe principles of moderation and mutual for.
bearance, would ncither condemn any man’s
tenets nor impofe them on others, it would not
alter the ftandard of our Religious Opinions,
nor vary the general tenor of Public Worfhip,
it would not tend to unhinge the Conftitution, by
weakening the juft authority of the Ariftocracy;
it would have a different confequence; by pu-
rifying the hierarchical part of it, and remov.
ing thofe fufpicions of undue influence which
now difcredit the Epifcopal Bench, it would
tend to fortify the Conftitution, and add freth
reputation to the Houfe of Lords. It would
not affe&t the property of any Churchman now
poflefling benefices ; it would eftablifh the pro-
pofed alterations in the-diftribution of the Re-
venues of the Church gradually, and as vacan-
cies might be opened by death or promotion.
And having fixed for the Parifh Clergy a mode
of provifion, which would be adequate, perma-
nent, and free from that frcquent litigation to
which their prefent property is fubje®: and
having alfo fecured their habitual refidence in
their refpetive parithes ; it would at once pro-
mote
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mate the comfort of the Clergy and their Feos
ple; and at the fame time advance the interefts
of Religion and the political welfare of the State:
- That an Ecclefiafiical Reformation, con.
dulted on thefe principles and to this exs
tent, would fatisfy all who are now difla;
tisfied within the Church and witheut it, [
am far from meaning to affert, for no poffible
meafure .of human power and wifdom could
produce that miraculous effet; but it would
fatisfy many wife and confcientious Church.
men; it would reconcile many rational and
moderate Diffenters ; it would tend greatly to
prevent the fature defection of Good Men from
the National Church; and if fome able Men
fhould fiill continue to think their mode of in.
firu&ion by unendowed Teachers of Religion,
not anly preferable to the Public Syflem, but
alone unexceptionably proper, and fit in thefe
times to be adopted, Rill I am perfuaded they -
would rejoice to behold the Caufe of Religion
promoted more fuccefsfully by thé National
Clergy, under thefe regulations of the Churchy
although the diligence and fuccefs of the Clergy
might poflibly for a time reduce their notion of

" the impropriety of any Public E@ablifhments of

Religion to an unconfequential -fingularity of

opinion. : :
- It will be ebje&ed, undoubtedly, that INNO.
VATIONS are dangerous; for this has been the

© perpetual obftacle to cvery improvement;’ m‘:::
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the -objc&ion had.not been very frequently.
over-ruled, Mankind, inflead of, enjoying the
comforts. of civilized life, and attaining the’
dignity of ratiopal and religious Agents, muft
have continuéd_.kill in their favage ftate, wan-
dering among, the woods as wild as the beafts
with whown they were furrounded. The al-
leged danger of Innovation, therefore, when
deftitute of any apparent probability .from the
circumftances of the change .propofed, can only
‘be deemed the vague furmife of an imaginary
fear, "the contempt of wife men,.and the bug-
bear of feols alone. . L LT
But it will be obferved, that Innovations in
matters appertaining.to Religion are always at-
tended with peculiar danger ; and that, in fa&,
few inftances have. occurred of ‘a conliderable
change effeGted in the Religion of any Country,
without preducing Commetion, and even Re-
volution in the State. If this is a valid objec-
tion to any improvement in our Religious Infli-
tytions at prefent, it was a valid objetion in
the days ef Luther, and in the earlicr ages of
Chriftianity. Many perfecutions.and many ca-
lamitous viciffitudes of fortune. were endured,
by the Primitive Chriftians, for three centuries
before their Religion became the Eftablithed
Faith of the Roman Empire: and.in modern
times, . the Reformation of the abufes of the
. Ghurch of Rome convulfed all Europe. for ages.
But-cach of thefe innovations, fo. highly bene-
: G  ficial
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ficial to Mankind, was fatal to the anclent Réfta
gioh of thofe refpéttive ages. Long eltablifred
practiees were condemned, decp-rooted preju-
dicés were réprobated by the firft Preachers of
the Gofpel, and theit Succeffors the Minifters
of Proteftantifl. After a long and violent
ftruggle, Pag&nmn firft, 4hd Popery afterwards,
were vanquithed by the Refiglon of the Bible ;
and the fucceRRful Innovatots, i each inftance,
took poffeffion of thoft Temples, from which,
by the force of Yeafon and argument, they had
driven theit Adverfaries. -

But no fimilar events are now to Ye appre:
- hénded from the propofed Reformation of the
Church of Englamd. The improvettents fag:
gefted, as thty would be beyond cotnparifon
Tefs bénefictal than the two great Ynnovativng

uft viientioned, fo they would be Yed hoftile to
the aticient fyfteth which they are catculated not
16 deftroy but to reforth, "l';le changes are pro-
pofed fiot by the Adverfaties of the Church, but
by Churchmen, jeatous of her honour 4nd anxi.
ols ¥or her welfate;” and if acteded to, they
would be not the huriliating terms impofed by
a vidtotious foe, but wife and feafonable con-
ceflions, adopted at the recomimendation of
friends for the fake of general conciliation.—
‘The.propofitions. contain nothing hatfh, ot ex:
chifive, nothing injuriohs to the ptefent Clergy,
‘6F tending to alter the Form of Government
cither in g!mrch or State: If there is ¢candour,

. . equity,



[ 511

equity, or prudence, in the grest Body of our
Chyrchmen, a' Reformation thus adopted, to
heal divifions, and to comprehend and unite
in one Saciety, Chriftians of various uneflential
qyipiox;_s, could produce nothing like Commo-
tion or Revolution: in a political view it would
be 3 harmlefs, pacific, and even an advantage-
- ous change ; and its copfequences refpecting
Morals and Religion would be truyly falutg.ry to .
the Community. . :

On this brief confideration of the firft part of
my fuhjed, it feems evident shat no peculiarity
of Religious Qpipion which Dr. Price had, or
conld have adopted, ought to have excluded
him from the Commop Rights of Citizens, or
fubje@ed him to any legal reproach; and that
from the repeal of thofe ftatutes, under which
fuch worthy Men have Jong endured unmerited
difgrace, no confequence with any appearance
of probability can be expected to refult, which
wauld not be conducive to piety and virtue,
and alike beneficial to the State and to the
National Church. Let us proceed to confider
his political herefics, as by fome they are
thought; and to ingyire whether jn this view
of his chara&er, he were not equally capable of
exculpation, and ought not to baye received
the fame complete abfolution.

. Itis true, that Dr. Price did nat fcruple to
declare his opinion, that the Conflitution of
England js deformed by many abufes ; that the

G2 People
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People are mocked with 4 mere fhadow of Re-
prefentanon, that the Houfe of Commons is-
funk in the grofleft corruption. He was among
the foremoft to convey thefe fentiments to the
Public, in warm and indignant language; and
his ftrenuous zeal contributed greatly to animate
the Popular Meetings, and encourage their Re-
folution to attempt.the Reformation of Par-
Hament. ' If- thefe were errors- of a pernicious
tendency, and.proofsof a feditious turbulence of
difpofition, fome of the beft and wifeft men of
this Country, as they have ufually been eftcem-
ed, have fallen into the fame errors, and have
manifefted a fimilar difpofition. Of the diftin-
ifhed fenators alluded to, the name of one
only thall be produced ;. but that a name which
the. accufer of Price once highly refpeted. If
his fentiments of Sir George Savile have been
changed, the impartial public has not ccafed to
revere him as a patriot of more unfullied honour
than any other perhaps in the annals of Eng-
land. Tt was his aim, indifputably, not to ‘de:
firoy the Conftitution, but to remove its abufes,
to corred its imperfe&ions, and thus to- aug-
ment the happinefs of millions who live under
its  protettion. Will candour then or will
juftice permit us to fuppofe that Price did not
a&t with the fame benevolent view? Or are
fentiments and condu&, which are innocent
and even laudable in Savile, fcditious and cri-
mmal when adopted by Price ?—Refpeding
the -
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the corruption of Parliament, and the decayed
ftate of our Conftitution, their opinions, their
language, and their condu@® were fimilar.—
With the reputation of Price, as a Political Re-
former, that of Savile is intimately conneed.
Calumny may wifh to feparate the Philofopher,
whom fhe hates, from the Patriot whom fhe
would fear direétly to attack. But fhe cannot
difunite thefe excellent Citizens, and prefent
them in a different point of view ; fhe is unable
to felect the objeét of her malice, and fhoot her

envenomed arrow at him, without hazard to

the other ; the fhaft which wounds the reputa-

tion of Price, muft injure the fame of Savile ;°

and when our incomparable Patriot receives the
praife which his Benevolcnce and Public Spirit
juftly deferve, Price muft be intitled to fhare
the commendation with him.

But I fhall not content myfelf with having
fheltered the Political condyé of Dr. Price,
under the example of Sir George Savile; his
exertions to promote the Reftoration of our
Conftitution, may be defended in a way that is
more becoming the dignity of his much injured
charalter. Let it be confidered then, that men
do not attempt to correct and improve what

they wifh to deftroy; that a ftrong difap--

probation of a body of National Reprefenta-
tives returned by the little, venal, and enflaved
Boroughs, and the corrupt and fadtious ftate
of Parliament which is the neceflary confequence,

may
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may well confift with a decided apprabation of
" the general frame of our Government ; that hq
beft proves his attachment to the Contlitution,
pot who defends with blind or felfith zeal every
defet which time, "or fraud, er mifguided
authority may have introduced; but he who
withes to preferve the ancient foundations un.
touched, and the general plan ynaltered ; yet
endeavours to remove the blemithes which dif-
grace the vencrable firudlure; to repair what
age has injured, to fupply what experience has
proved to be deficicnt ; and to compel the fubtle
thief, or more audacious robber, to reftore what
cach may have purloined or plundered ; that
the ftrength and beauty of the Fabric may thus
be compléted. Aad when this is done, .or
attempted in a regular way, by means unex-
ceptionably legal, it is not on fuch ground, that
the charge of ‘difloyalty or fedition cam be fpp-
ported.

But Dx. Price admired the Conftitution of the
American Republic, and exulted at the foccefs
of the French Revolution ; and from thefe ad-
mitted fa&s it was inferred, and prefled with the
utmoft oratorial vehemence, that he was crimi-
nally partial to thc Governments of France apd
America, that he was hoftile to the Conftitution
of England, that he aimed at he introdu&ion of
a Republic in this Country, that he was a bad
Man, 2 bad Citizen, and a daagerous Innovator, .
and juftly merited the joint pnmihment of prir

" vate
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" atc cenfure and that légal difgvacs Which thé '
laws alteady had inflited upon him. - :

Such was the thin difguife afluthed by fpm-
tual perfecution; fuch the podt pretence throwt
bver the real wiflh of the enemies of Liberty to
inttoduce or eéxtend a fyftem of political intolef
ance, which happily is at pre{‘ent Httle, if at all,
known among us. But furely it i an artifice
unworthy that plain fincerity which bef be-
comes the Legiflature of a great Countty to efta«
blith, or prele ?rve a Religlous Teft, not with a
view to reprefs any particular fe@ or dodrine of
Religion, but inditedtly to difcourage fome of.
fenfive peculiarity of political opinion. The
tile from which a Legiflature thould never de-
patt, is to adopt no purpole which is unfit to be
avowed, and having adopted fit purpofes, to
purfue themd by plain and dire® methods. To
Tupport the Sacramental Teft, becaufe it is con-
teived to be a convenient mﬂrument to prevent
the growth of Republican Principles, is to au-
thorife Intolerance in the Church, that the Civit
Government thay be eftabled, at the fate time,
to practice indiréttly that political Intolcrance
which the law does hot diretly admit ; it is to
#tablith a profanation of a Holy Rite of Reli-
gion, oftenfibly to give the National Religion
an unwarrantable fupport, but, in fa&t, to dif-
tourage political fpeculation, and Yo maintain
the Conftitution by means which it difclaims,
by cunning, indire@® and injurious methods,

by
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by the oppreflion, of real mnocence,-and" the
punifhment, of a’faditious offence, which the
Legiflature _has not thought fit fpecifically, and
with due precifion, to define.

It has'been already proved, that no limitation
on the exercife of our rational faculties can be
beneﬁclal to Mankind; that political fp.,cuntlon
as well as rehgmus dquuxﬁtxon ought to be per-
fedly unreftrained; that free examination alone
can check the growth of abufes, either in thofe
Inftitutions which are of the hlgheﬁ 1mportance,
‘or in thofe which are of a fubordinaté rank, and
that alone can fecure to Society the progrcfﬁve
1mprovcmcnt in all its éftablifaments of which
it is capable, from the increafing exertions of
induftry, the more general diffufion of property
and the gradual advancement of the human cha-
~ rafter, in knowledge, in civ nhty, in the love of
~ order, juftice, and rational liberty. Foytunatelx
for this'Country, the State has been lefs jealous
than the Church; and though reftraints have
been unJu{Hy 1mpofed on religious dlfqmﬁtxon,
the right of political fpeculatxon remains in-a
great meafure unabridged. In this refpe&, the
Teft Laws operate only incidentally, and as it
were by chance; and the laws ena&ed to fup-
port the exclufion of the Stuart Family from the
Throne of England, can produce their effect
only on thefe l\ﬁlen, who, with Mr. Burke, deny
the power of Parliament as the :Agents of the

: :N..txon, to_regulate or in any manner to alter.

the
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the fucceflion to the Throne. Bat quefions
Have arifen, whether-the Houfe of- Commons is
4 fair Reprefentative of the People; whether
the Houfe of Peers might not better anfwer the
purpofe of its Inftitution, if no trapflation of
Bithops were allowed ; whether the influence
of the Crown is not too great, even after all the
reduions which it has undergone ‘fince the
‘clofe of Lord North’s Adminiltration. On thefe
fubje@s, 1. apprehend that there .is no: exifting
hw accofdmg t6 which in its plam and dire&t
‘ meanmg the moft eccentnc opinion can be pu..
" pithed. -
‘Thefe are fubje@s on which. d1fcnﬂion i un.
detftood to be frée, and fome of the wifeft:-Men -
this Country ever produced in all thefé refpedts;
have pronounoed our Conftitution. faulty.: That
it them alb it is faulty, in fome degree, is per-
haps indifputable; but to what extent of danger
thefe abufes expofe the. Condmunity, opinions
may vary: whether the Coaftitution -ought to
undergo a mwore or a lefs .extenfive Reforma- -
tion, whether it ought, with dll its imperfec:
tions, to be fupported and to remain wholly un.
reforsicd, or the political firuture is too far
decayed to admit tepair, and ought to be taken
down and mbdelled anew;: thefe are quemons
which feein t6 be left-open to the difcretion of
éach Difquifitor; refpedting them. no line has
been phainly drawn by the laws, beyond which
pelitical criticifm fhall not bg allowed to pafs,

H ) ' nor
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zor ‘has any ¢leargritetion been fixed, by which
the -meal of Public Spirit -may be.difti
in a legal wiew, from:the temerity of rath Inno.
wation.  -It-would indeed: be.dificult, if aot imy
polible, by any.pmviaus.definition, to afcertain
4he bimits within which {peculation on confitw-
tiondl fubjed@s -ought to he confined; the re
ftriction veould :be alike contradiftary to the
of the Conflitution, andﬁmnmpanbk
mth the dnteres of the
Political Bigots, howewer, and Wo&qm i
d:e State, lilee thote i the:Chusch, may with to
fuppreﬁ; this freedom of difquifition; and-to ob
tain & new, or a. moré.extenfive cotle of political
perfeention. But-the tempsr of the times is
adverfe to ewery ipicies of Intolerange; and
ariftocratical Mch soisft dofpair to effe® that ex.
tenfion in any direGion. And yet, as.qpportn.
pity affers, they feem mot unwilling to havard
the moft ‘unufusl dtretches of Parbamentary
Power, topunith the expreflion of bald but un.
" deniable truths. ‘Whena Petition was prefented,
in the laft Seffion, “to .the Houfe of Commens,
complaining of great abufes in the Jate deétion
for Wefttinfier, almof in the mery teres ufsd
by Sir George Savile, on the goneal fibjod of
our Septanvial Fairs or Markets, 'in his. Addrefs
to his ConRituents, the unwelcome truths gravod
on thetar of Patliament; and hardly could the
ragc of fome hot Men bg keptwithin myhoua::_

-
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of prutence by the two wifsft Members of that
Aflembly:. But fox their judicjoas interpofition,
2 few truths firangly exprefled, and fomewhat
too. bluntly: addreffed to Parllament, by: the hafty
‘'refentment. of {orse: intemyperate Men, might
have been produ&live of the moﬁ: petmcm.s
confequences. g
" But a foreignen, by ey repe&tedatucks upon
sur Conflitution, has given mere ferious: occa.
fion to Government, to exercife their difpofition
to forbearance. I truf they Bave refolved to
by tlie Authorof  the hook alluded to, with.
out any legal animadverfion ;: for in fuch cafes,
legal animadverfion umft be nfafe; ov it muft
Pe unnecefiry.
- If the: RighofMan‘had been 2 bookfcebly
written, it would. be folly, for it is neediefs to
iufit on awy fronger objeftion, to drag the Au:
thor md his impotent malice into general notice
by profecution. But it is 2 book ably and for-
-cibly written, though .neither with candour nor
wifdom. In that.picce, Mr. Payme attempts: tp
«depreciate the Conflitution, or as he. chufes to
‘term it the Guvernment ofEnglnnd, by painting
‘its inconveniences and:defs@®s in the firongeft
¢olours, while its prefent advantages and the
“capability of its recciving in 3 fafe and. regular
imanner, the higheft foture improvements ar
«artfully tliyown out of fight: He fopports the
aoam of -Repubdlicanifin, with an enthpfiaftic
) m& an jmpofiag confidence, and with rea-
Ha foning
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foning often-fpecious, and alwdys daring ; -fome
truths are interfperfed- among ‘many- fallacies
and mifreprefentations, and a vein of coarfe;
but firangly farcaftic' wit runs through ‘and
clumfily enlivens the whole. His; Gounfel, to
break up and .deftroy -the nohle fabric of .our.
Conttitution, and rebuild a new political edificg
on the plans 6f America, feems to be conveyed
in the moft dangeraus thape, and far niore likely
to miake an impreflion on thofe, to whom it is
chiefly addrefled, than if it had.been delivered
in a more claffical compofitian,’ in which more
attention had-been employed ta avoid the groff;
nefs: of ind¢cent language, and more folicitude
difplayed to fhun whatever might tend to -ex-
cite the loweft clafles of the People to ads of
violeace and injuftice. But mifchieyoys as the
effe@s of that book may he, they cannat be ftopt
by profecution ; the attempt would only aggra-

_vate the danger. If 0o law has been provided

by the Legiflature for the dire@t-and immegdiate
purpofe of.proteding by penal an&ions, the ge-
neral principles af our Conftitution; no attempt,
‘by any forced conftridtions of law to pynjth the
Adverfary of aur Coriftitution, can be with reg-
40n apprehended from the virtyeand wifdom of
-thiofe Men .wha compofe a majarity, of the Ca-
binet. But if ady penal flatute aftually does
exit according ta thie direc meaning of which,

-though hithered mifenderflood, his virulent c3-

vnls, at. the frame of our Govemmcnt, €an be

. confidered
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confidered-as crimées, and the Caviller. himfelf be
fubjeded to punifhment, it appears that fuch. 3
law would be much more fit te be repealed than
to be executed. For .the.right of intelleGual
freedom ought not-to be_violated, ;to prevent,
any occafional inconvenience ; from the abufive
exercife: of ‘that right; the violation is-always
odious, ahd -in-the -prefent. inftance; would be
very impolitic.: Intolerance .in. the -State, liks
perfecution in . the Church, would dithonour.
~ and weaken what it was defigned to fupport.—
The People eannot be campelled to love the
Conflitutian ;- that affeGion muft: be voluntary,
or it will not be felt; and-it can.only be genc-
rally felt,- where happinefs-is generally and fec.
curgly emjoyed. During. -the - miferies. of the
American War no fymptom of difaffe@ion to
the Conftitution, appeared -and the bulk of the
Enghﬂl nation-remains ftill ﬁrongly attached to
it. The Profelytes to republican notions are few
at-prafent,. and inconfiderable : . They probably
avould be. increafed in number by. profecution;
but by impunity a wife forbearance will effeGtu-
- ally prevent any eventual danger from. their fpe-
.culations, provided the condition of the People
be rendered more. eafy by the favther diminu-
tion of their burthens, and their withes be gn»
tified by a timely corre®ion of thofe abufes in
-the ConRitution, which bave bgen fo juftly com-
plained of. By thelc mcans, and by thefe means
-alone, the pofiiblc growth of a great Republican
-Party _in this Country may be prevented ; and

thofe -
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thofc' feeds of diffention, whick tave Boen: fo
widely diflerinated; nay be trampled under
foot, with contempt and: abhonenec, by-# ‘con-
tented and happy People.

To the ‘moft fmcere Fiiends: of Public Free-
dow in this Country, the counfol of Mr. Payné
appeass ill-timed, MnpraQicable, undefirable for
England;, and more likely to retwed’ than: to ac:
ceferate the veaovery of cur jult rights; and the
moft judicious Supporters of F!feneh Liberty
deem bis advice not lefs unfeafornble. for France,
wiicre it iv Acted 0. obftrud the fettdement of
the Country and to pravent the fecure onj
ment of Liberty, under that free Conftitution
whitch tlie National Afembly, with fo much difs
ﬁculty and hazard, and by fuch uncommen ex-
ertfons of public fpirit and political wifdom, bzd
schieved for the French nation.

K, therefore, Dr. Price had' concurred with
Mr. sznc, in his wild proje® for the univerfd
eftablitment of Republican Forms of Govern-
ment; if he had afferted with him, that the
Englith Nation kas NO CONSTITUTION, and
had propofed an attempt not to reftore but to
fubvert what we call our Conftitution, that, after
the example of America, a NEW Republic
might- be built on the ruins of eur andem
Form of Government : [ muft frankly own his
charaéter would have been undefended, and his
memory unhonoured by me. I thould not have
queftioned his prwd integrity; ¥ fhould kave

thought
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thought him - unconfcions of the milchief amd
mitery he was promoting ; 1 thould hawe cons
fidered him an honeft EntbwGaft, whofe imagi-
nation had been heated by the contemplation
of great Revalutions; as that«of Mr. Payne may
have been inflamed with extraardinary fervor, .
by bis having been an ador in-the Revolution
of America. But I am aware that an hoveft
Eathufiait may be a dangerous Politician; that
he may ytopofe projedts replete with mifchief
and ruin, and equally.fatal to himfolf and to his
followers; to the Community, and to the Cauf¢

of Liberty, which be means to-ferve.
. But Dr. Prige was a Patxiot .of a different
dafs; though'perfe&ly difinterefted, he was act
an -epthufiaftic Politician ; though a&ive and
public fpinited, he was coal and rational; though
firongly attached to Liberty, be was prucfent and
cautious to avoid wmieceflary danger, not to
himfelf, but to the Public.—~When he confidered
the ftate of England, he beheld an excellent Cone
flitutian difgraced by corruptions of every fort;
but he faw too, that fomething mare was left-to
" the People than the bare. nghtumm the Lai
giffature 5 that the mafs of the Community was
yet untainted by corruption, and zealous for Li-
bertys that in many diftri@s the juft power of
the Conftituent Body, to controul their Repre-
fentatives, was ftill preferwed entire ; while fome
of the Peers, and many even-of thofe Members
of the Houk of Commens, whofe title to fit in
. that
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. that ‘Affembly is unconftitutional, difplayed 2
generous- zeal- to deftroy abufe and ufurpation,
and reftore to.the People their ancient Conftitu.
tional Right. In-thefe circuniftances, hé faw,

* - with-other Friends to Reformation, no reifon

to defpair that a reftoration of our ancient Right

of a full and fair Reprefentation; with triennial

‘or even-annual eleions, might be gradually: re.
_ covered for the nation by legal and pacific meansi

As on the one hand, therefore, he fcoFned

meanly to cheat his Countrymcn-b'y adulating

their prejudices, eoncealing the faults and abufes

of the Conftitution, and endeavouring to lull
_ them into'a filfe fecurity, thit would have been

fathl to their freedom ; fo, on the other hand,
percéiving that no :ieceﬂity for great haz‘an‘ls
exifted, -that the altermative offered to us was,
not what was prefented to the French and Ame.
rican Nations, ‘whether Slavery or @ Néw Con-
ftitution was to be chofen; but whether 2 Civil
War,- for the chance of a Republic, was to be
preferred to' the gradual melieration of our
mixed Form of Government by péaceful means 3
he - wifely preferred. fife and progreflive-im.
provement to the doubtful event of great but
thezardous Revolution.

-+And when the Men, who prometed a Ru
formation of the Conftitution, were unfortu.
nately divided into two diftinét - parties, one
of which adopted that more mqderate plan of
improvements, which Mr. Pitt afterwards ens

deavoured
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deavoured to -cRtablith, and the other, efpouf.
ing a more extenfive fyﬁem .of Reformation
endeavoured to reftore the right of univerfhl
Juffrage, ‘thé fupport of Dr. Price was ur-
‘formly and from an enrly period gnven to the.
more moderate propofitions, It is unpoﬂible, ’
with the leift appearance of - equity andreafon,
4o impute-to the'Duke.of Richmond, and other
Gentletnen-who. promoted the more extenfive
.plan, any undue partiality ¢o republican fchemés
. of -Government : but -it is-not-lefs evidently
_contrary to candour and juftice," to charge-that
- improper predilection on-Men, whofe influénce -
-in times of much difeontent was eonftantly em-
“ployed to recommend to the:People thofe lefs
-extenfive demands, which-appeated more likely
‘ to be-attainéd by regular and patificmeans. -
About - the .fame - time, ‘when the attempt to
- feize the Charter -of the Faft-India. Company,
and to veR in a:Body of Commiffioners the
" wholeicivil, -m#litarty,- atid cominercial’ Patron-
age of the Company, -with an unlimited' com. .
- mand of ‘the Treafary of Bengal, had excited
"a general appreherifion 8f danger 10. the Confli
. tittony the Englith Reformers, with.few éxcep-
_tions, exertéd the wtmoft> ztal to .preferwe the
Juﬂ: Premgatwe :of: the.Crown. Whethpr this
" alarnt wefe ﬂl-founded ‘or- othemd‘e, is: vot 'the
--queftion before'us ; ; it is fufficient::te: obferve,
i that the avewed mative.for -a vigdrous oppofi-
tion @o tut meafure’ by- the. iAflotiations, : and
I parti.
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partienlarly by tha gencral Body of the Diffent.
ex3, with whom Dr. Price, on this occafion, cer-
tainly concurred in fentiment, was their convic.
tion, that the prindples of our limited Monarchy
. were endangered and augbt to be fupported.
It is unreafonable, it is unjuft, to condemn fuch
Men as difloyal Citizens, from a detached phrafe
in a fpeculative Work, from an accidental ex.
preflion of fervor at a convivial Meeting, againit
the teftimony of their general condyét, and many
.pradical proofs of their fincere and fettled wifh,
not to fubvert but to reftore the Conftitution.
Confidered by this candid rule, which is almoft
.‘ajvays the reafonable and the juft rule of Judg-
. ment, the condu@& of Dr. Price refpeding the
- Revolution in France is free from objetion.
.His exultation on the ecftablithment of French

« Liberty, was exprefled in unifon with the general -

~joy of his Cquntrymen ; ‘who without any in-
- widious reference to the Conftitutjon of England,
or. any wifh to adopt.the pecyliarities of the

. New.Conttitution of France, rejojced with.him
that the millions of men who had been Slaves
. in that Country, bad regained THEIR NATU-
. RAL RIGHT TO BE FREE. And furely it
~ i3 po extravagant .compliment to his Political
. Judgment, to believe thas dithough he approved
: the full Reprefentation, of the Peaple in 3 fingle
.- Chambes:in that Country; in whivh no heredi-
fary Chamber of Nebles gver had been known ;

: yet he totally difapproved any defign to mlgy
. that
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that example in England ; ‘where an hereditary
Peerage has been eftablithed from a very carly -
period of our Govcrnment, and where it is
fufficiently evident that in the ppgfent circum-
ftances of the Country, fuch a chinge in our
Legiflature would be at once impraicable and
undefirable.
And with refped to the American Republic
he may have thought very confiftently, that it
was a Form of Governiment admirably adapted
to the circumftances of that Country at the
time when the Revolution was effécted, and
yet very unfit to be introduced in this Country,
which is in many important refpeds circum-
ftanced in 2 manner that is widely different.—
He may have contemplated with pleafure that
equality in the diftribution of property which
has happily taken place in America, and the con-
fequent equality of ranks and privileges which
the Citizens there enjoy ; he may have expreffed
a mixed fiirprize and approbatlon of the humble
port of Government in that Country and the
cheap expence at which it is fupported, when
compared with the lofty and expenfive gran-
deur of our European Courts ; and yet on confi.
dering his general condu&® no reafon may be
. found to doubt that he approved the Monar-
chical part of our Government; and even ap-
‘pllauded the condué& of the other great and en-
* lightened Nation of Europe, when with con-
Iummate prudence in the moment of emancipa-
12 tion
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tion they fefolved’ {hll to retain the: Monarcby
of France,

But Dr. Price deemed the condition. of the
Citizens of America preferable to that of the
fubje@s of Great-Britain. And who that is a
capable Judge will deny it? By the generous
treatment of Great Britain for ages before the
unhappy quartel, the irhabitants of America had
béen enabled to place themfelves in a fituation
more fortunate perhaps than that of any other
Nation in the World. They now enjoy the be-
defits of Civilized Society, without its cor-
ruptions ; they have the advantage of an equal
diftribution of property, without the ufual Li-
cence and tumult of Democratic States: for a po-
pulation increafing’ with a rapidity unprece-
dedted in any other Country they have an extent
of territory amply adequate for ages to come ;
almoft totally exempt from taxes they fupport
their Government with the frugality of a little
* Swifs Republie, and yet have acquired the weight
and confequence of a confiderable State, foon
to rank on a footing of equality with the firft
Empires in the world. But could Britain attain,
that enviable degree of happinefs, merely by
adopting the American Form of Government ?
No, certainly ; were this adoption pradticable,
which undoubtedly it is not, yet unlefs a fimi.
larity in all the other circumftances could be ob-
tained, a fimilar Form of Goverment would not
confer cqual happinefs ; it is much more proba-

ble



| [ 62 1
ble-that .it would oreate greater. inconveniences.
than. thofe which are at prefent complained of,
But- though: this prodbably was the opinion of,
Dr. Price,, yet, when he furyeyed the different
circumftances.in each Country, and the different
Governments: correfponding with thefe circum.
flances which had been eftablifhed in America
and Britain, and compared the degree of felicity,
which, under thefe diffimilar Inflifutions, was,
enjoyed im-each Community refpectively, he
weighed their merits with the impartiality of
a Philofopher, and gave fuperior: praife where
fuperior happinefs was found ta be produced.
Is this a liberty of fpeculation not to be endured
in England? It is not a greater liberty than has
been allowed in France, before the Revolution,
under a Government then thought lefs indul.
gent than our own. -
- The Accufer of Price extols, with juftice, the
political writings of Montefquieu; and cites,
with peculiar applaufe, his enthufiaftic praifes of
the Conftitution of England. And yet let me
afk, by what flavith adherent of Defpoti{m, in
France, has Montefquieu been cenfured, for this
partiality to our limited Monarchy, is an evil
{ubjed, and difaffeéted to that abfolute Govern.
ment under which he dared to avow thefe ge-
nerous fentiments? Or what good reafon can
be given, why the venerable Price thould not
be treated with equal candour and refpe& as
Montefquien himfelf ? What has the Englifh Dj-
- vine
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Ving &onc, more than the Frén.ch"l.awyer,' fox-

which he ought to be degraded from the clafs
of thofe true Patriots, who have laboured at
once to premate the liberties and to preferve

the peace of their Country? Montefquieu faw’

that the introduion of Political Liberty into
France, in his time, was impoflible. He fub-

mitted to the mild and mitigated Defpotifm’

of Lodis XV. but he taught his Countrymen
thofe leflons of Public Freedom and Happinefs,
which gradually prepared them, in the next
age, to overthrow their defpotic Government,
and to eftablith a fyftem of Political Liberty
under a limited Monarch. Price faw the hap-
pier ftate of Mankind in thofe Countries, where
fimple manners and a general equality of pro-
perty admitted a Republican Form of Govern-
- ment ; . but be knew that, in his time, the Efta-
blifthment of a Republic in England was im-
_praticable, that it was a mode of Government
unfuitable to the very unequal diftribution of our
property, contrary to the general fentiments of
the nation, and ill-adapted to condu¢t the politi-
cal bufinefs of our widely extended Empire. ' In

thefc circumftances he did what a wift and good'

Man ought to have done; he owned the fupe-
rior happinefs enjoyed under the more popular
and lefs expenfive Government of America;
but he zealoufly promoted that moderate cor-
retion of abufes, in the frame and duration of
our Parliaments, which alone cani prevent future

' . convulfions
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convulﬁons in England, and perpetuate: our pre-
fent form of limited Monarchy.

In his preface to.the Spirit of Laws, Montef-
qmeu fays, ¢ Plato thanked Heaven that he was
born in the fame age with Socrates; and I thank
Heaven that T was born a fubject of the Govern-
ment of France.” Dr. Price might have adopt-

ed fimilar language in England: He did more;
he a&ted up to the fentiment which it exprefles.
In the year 1780, he was invited by the Congrefs
to go over to America; he was requefted to ac-

_cept a principal Oflice in the State, and to lend
his affiftance in the eftablifhment of a new {yftem
of Finance, to fupport the Government of the
United States ; yet, thus honourably requefted
to become a Citizen, and in fome meafure the
Legxﬂator of the American Republic, he refufed
to quit his native Country, and determined

_to live and die a fubje& of the Monarchy of
England.

Whence then, it may be afked, has fprung
that torrent of foul reproach, which has been
poured on the head of this amiable and difig-
terefted Reformer, and on whole Societies of
Men with whom he had united in the generous

_purfuit of Political Reformation. What could
provoke fuch fierce animofity, fuch. irfatiable
malevolence ; far exceeding the utmoft rancour
of oppoﬁtxon, which the Affociations experienced
dyring the period of their greateft adtivity? Per- -
fonal emmty, dlfappomtcd ambition, the lofs of

popularity,
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"popularity, and the defpair to recover it, each of
thefe circumftances may have prompted a mind
‘naturally irritable, to an attack on a diftin-
‘guifhed Leader of the Popular Party; -vhofe
" principles ‘Mr. ‘Burke certainly never approved,

"and by whole oppofition his fcheme of powér -

"had been not long before defcated But fome-
‘what more than thefe combined caufes feenis

‘@il to be Wantmg to account for thefe extreme.

“hoftilities. -

" After Mr. Pitt’s motnon, in the year r,~‘8 5, to .

“amend the Reprefentation of the“People inPar-
lidment, had'béen rejetted by the joint efforts of
‘the’ AhﬁbctaCy, they feem to-have thougin the
danger which kad threatened their ﬂfacqmrcd
.powerin the Borcughs was at an énd ; ‘that the
- People who had not ‘fupported with fufficient

. vigour thé attéimpt to reftre the Conftitution,

“when the fatal éfeéts of Corruption and Arifto-
 cratical Ufurpation had been recently felt, would
- be lulled by the ufual éffe@s of Peace into'a togal
“neglé@ of their Conftitutional- Rxghts, till, by
; thieir continued acqulefcence, thofe abufes wdu'ld
“be confirmed by a prefcnpme authority, which

" wotld continudlly gain ‘newfifength, and which-

" fio future effort of the Peoplc would‘ bc‘ zble‘to
overcome. ' °-

. ‘But'in thefe ﬂattevmg espedations the: An.
" flocracy were ‘nuch ‘miftaken. “The Aﬂ'oi:mtéd
. Bodies,' though unfuccefsful in 1785, were’ 6t
dxfpmtcd by ‘their defeats Pl Principles 'of

. Reformation
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Reformation: had been ‘adopted by a Minifter
who had pbtained the onfidence of his Country,
and to whom the friends of the Aflociation were
juftly attached with peculiar warmith. On thefe
Principles, a comprehenfive plan for amending
the fyRem .of our Reprefentation had been
formed and propofed to Parliament, with every
advantage which the zeal and eloquence of that
Minifter conld beftow. .Repilfed as he was by
the Commons; it was then evident that he had
a0t wholly svifcarried.  His plan was approved,
thongh not adopted; it was allowed that it
wonld form a much;hetter fyftem of Reprefen-
tation than the prefent ; and though Parliament
+had negatived the motion by a great majority,
syet the meafure appeared to be rather poftponed
than rejeéted by the public.

The popular Agents were not then frunned
.znd aftonithed by the blow they had’ received,
-they did not then defpair of final fuccefs. Thcy
knew their plan to be moderate, they felt it to
.be important, and they trufted, that a thort time
_-would fhow that the Rights and true Interefis of
the People were better underflood ; that the ex-
-tent and danger-of Ele&tion abufes and Parkia-
meatary Corruption were more clearly difcern~
ed; and the itnportance and neceflity of a Public
Reformaaon were- more generally felt by the
:Community. And thefe expe@ations have not
‘been wholly difappointed. Since that _period,
the Aﬂ'ocmwns have been- reinforced by the

K accefion
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‘acceflion of many public-fpirited and able men;
-and new Aflociations-on fimilar grounds have
‘been formed in different parts of the kingdom,
‘Even in this indolent time of Peace, the fpirit
-of Reformation for fome years has been ‘mani-
feftly rifing; and if the popular Party fhould
‘fortunatcly add prudence equal to their increaf-
-ing zeal, fhould endeavour to profit by their
paft nuﬁakes and avoid divifions by firmly ad-
‘hering to temperate propofitions, it feems pro-
.bable that a fubftantial Reformation of Parlia-
-nent with every publi¢ blefling in its train may
-be accomplithed foon, .by pacific means, and in
.the regular courfe of Parliamentary bufinefs. -
.. It was impofiible that-a :jealous Ariftocracy
.could be inattentive fpe@tators of this alteration
in the mind of the Public. - Undoubtedly, they
‘have watched the progrefs of the fpirit of Re-
formation with much and increafing anxiety.
- At firft, their fears for-thofe. abufes in the 'Bo-
‘roughs to.which they owe their uriconftitutional
power, were not excited in any great degree; but
" at the nearer approach of danger, their apprehen-
-fions grew more ferious; and what was averfion
.tq the popular Caufe before, was foon improved
.into keen and violent hatred. At laﬁ, the efta-
-blifhment of a Legiflative Aflembly in France
.q equitable principles of Reprefentation, the
.expltation exprefled by the People here, on.the
. uqcfsful efforts which had been exerted to
~cqnnc1pate the Frcnch pation; and the appa-
. A rent

-
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rent eafe with which a tranfition might be made
in this Country, from admiring their Form of
Reprefentation to improving our own, thefe
united circumftances pufhed their panic to its
prefent extremity. From ‘that moment, their
animofity no longer has known any bounds of
juftice, moderation, or prudence ; the PEOPLE
and their juft Conflitutional claims have been the
conftant obje@s of their unqualified fcorn and
derifion, their unmmgatcd abhorrence and exe-
cration: and fill in each wild and moody change
of temper, thefe alternate excefles of rage and
ridicule, of horror and contempt, have been but

the varied expreflions of their FEAR. :
But theére was method in their ‘madnefs, and
.even their terror was not without art and cun-
fling. It waswell imagined,though the idea wants
the merit of originality, that the fpirit of Bigotry
might bé oppofed with fuccefs to the fpirie
.of Liberty; and that an attack upon. our Politi-
cal Reformers ought to begin with the Diffen:
ters and to be chiefly pointed agamﬂ: them; not
- becaufe they are more vulnerable in any part of
their Public condu& than their Affociates; but
becaufe againft them it would be eafy to revive
. ancignt jealoufies, which for fome time had ap-
-peared nearly extin&; to rouze the fears of
Churchmen for the fafety of the Bithops, and the
-eftablifhed Religion; and by inlifting that power-
ful body of men againft the Promoters of Poli-

tical Reformatien to fecure for one age at leaft,

K2 * the
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the defeat of thele defign. In the 1aft dentury; -
a fimjlar éxperiment had been tri¢d with con.
fidérable fuccefs, againft the Government -of
King William. The Zealots of the Church were
then taught to confound an attachment to Li:
berty, with averfion to' the National Religions
to think the Church was in danger, becaufe -
Perfecution was in fome degree reftrained, and
to plot the' ruin of his Government, that the
Protéftant Religion might be fife under the -

‘Protedtion of the Catholic James.—In' the next
. Reign fiéar it clofe, the Hereditary Right of the

Stuarts was maintained by the fame Party, with

. a zeal which the Difciples of Mt. Burke could

hardly exceed, to prévent the ficceflion of the
Hanoverian Family, and the fuppoféd unavoid-
gble confequénce of that event, the deftru@ion

" of the Church of England.<~And now, after ex-

‘perience has repeatedly proved its folly and in-
juftice, the -ancient cry has tefumed freth powers
of delufion; the'reafon of the befotted multitude
is once more confounded; in the complete To-
Jération requefted by Diflénters, they forefee the -
overthrow of the Church; in'the growing fpirit
of Liberty, they dread hoftility to Bithops and
their Articles, to the dignifyed folemnity of their
Cathedral and the pious fimplicity of their
Parochial Worfhip. Their zeal is again excited
for the fupprefion of Liberty; and in their
‘Judgment, the fafety of our Religion depends
.on the continuance of a Septennial'l’arliau’n:ntci
i an
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aud’ the 'preférvauon of the liftle venhal and ene -
flaved Boroughs in Wiltfhire idd Cornwall.
The time alfo for the commencement of this .
attack on the Reformers was fkilfirlly chofen,—
.The partial difordérs which affliGed France,
during her firuggle for Freedom, and which
are perhaps infeparable from every great Revo. .
lution, were then at their lieight. Toa Rheto-
rical Writer thefe calamities prefented an eafy -
opportunity to drefs up a train of horrible phan.
_toms, to affright his Readers’; and having thus
fubdued their teirifyed imaginations, he would
find it no very difficult tafk to confound in their
apprehenfion. peaceful Reformation, with hoftile
Revolution; he would be able to perfuade them,
that CONSPIRACY wus at work here, that a.
daring fa&ion of Repnbﬁcans were at the eve of
Infurreion, prepating to burf forth, and de-
termiried to involve their Country in all the -
miferies of Civil War. This advantige was
feen by the Gentleman, who is perhaps the moft .
Enthufiaftic Adherent of our Ariftocracy ; who
has long been confidered as the confidential In-
terpreter of their Sentiments, the Dragoman of
their little Mock Divan. He faw the happy op-
portunity, and he feized it ; but not without
fome prudent delay produced his Refle@ions;
written in a2 mode of eloquence that is impure
indeed, and meretricious ; but not ill calcnlated
by rapid declamation, and fplendid imagery to
furprife and feduce the Public opinio#t. By his
vehement harapgues in Parliament againft the
repeal
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_repeal of the Telt A&, the minds of.. zealbut«
Churchmen had been duly prepared to receive
the intended impreffion.—By this more vehe-
ment Publication, the fears, the rage, and all the
holy antipathies of our Zealots were increafed
to an extravagant degree ; the moft odious and
chimerical fufpicions were widely fpread and
received with implicit credulity ; the bigotry of
the great vulgar, and the fmall, was thoroughly
inflamed ;. and Intolerance was ftimulated by
the felf-vaunted Friend of Toleration, to repeat
at Birmingham the famie horrid cxceﬂ'&, which
at the inftigation of a wild Fanatic'in 1780, had
convulfed the Emptre, and nearly confumed the
Capltal. :

But in'a Country where free dxfcuﬁion is not
wholly prohibited, nothing that is contrary to
truth-and reafon, nothing that is hoftile to the
general interefts of the Community, can be per:
manently fupported merely by rhetorical artifice;
and eloquent mifreprefentation. When "Civil
and Religious Liberty were thus attacked, their
Friends were not wanting to their dcfencc.—-flﬂ
Parliament, Men conne@ed with Ariftocracy; -
but in a noble independent way, ftood forward
with a zeal for Liberty which I believe to be
genuine, and at that moment fuperior to every
perfonal confideration : they avowed their exnl
tation with the People here, at the eftablifhment
of Liberty in France; demonfirated the incon-
fiftence of'their ancnentColleagwe,and refuted the
pernicious do&rine which he vainly endeayoured

to
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to maintain.. Out of Parliament, a. fucceffion
of able Writers, from every part of the kisng-
dom, and almoft of eyery denomination, Church.
men, Diﬂ'entcrs, Reformers, and Men who had -
not concurred in the meafures of Reformation,
all haftened to detend their Common Principles
of Freedom. Some of thefe Patriotic Writers
-were cumpletely vitorious, and overthrew the
pofitions of their Antagonift with a very fupe-
rior force of reafon and true mafculine eloquence.
Not one of them was wholly unfuccefsful in the
combat, and unable to prove him erroneous in
any important inftance ;- not one failed to pro-
duce fome example of grofs mifinformation, re-
fpetting the Revolution in France, or fome mif-
flatement of facts and principles refpeting the
Revolution in England; fome mifreprefentation
of the charader and condu& of our prefent Re-
formers, fome doétrine fubverfive of General
Liberty, or contraditory to the true Principles
of the Englith Contftitution. By thefe united
efforts to fupport the Caufe of Freedom, the
authority. of our modern Filmer has béen re-
.duced to its proper level; and the mpreﬂiqn,
which eloquent dcclamauon had made in oppo-
fition to.fads and the true theory of Govern-
ment, -has been’ gradually .worn off the Public
Mind. Powerful as the writings of that Gen-
tleman have been to roufe.and inflame the ma-
ligoant paffions, they bave been weak and ua-
fuccefsful in the attempt to convisice the judg-
ment
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ment of tatibmal and difinteréfied Men; en
whofe decifion ujtimately depends the opinion
of a whiole Community. Already their deter.
mined difapprdbation is followed by the general
fenfe of the People, that the writings in queihon
were calculated to ftifle the Spirit of Liberty in
England, and to perpetuate thofe grofs Parlia
mentary Abufes, the neceflary confequence of
which muft be a CORRUPT SYSTEM OF
GOVERNMENT, which promotes the intereft
of 2 FEW, and injures or deftroys the hap-
pinefs of MILLIONS ! but that their aGual
tendency is to create that difaffe@tion which
they have failed to prove; that riot and com-
motion have been their immediate eflefls; and
that, by having roufed the fierce fpirit of
Revolution, it is to be feared their eventual
confequence may be to deluge the land with
blood.

it therefore behm the pecfons ‘who have
Jong oppofed every reafonable propofition, to
‘cotre& thofe abufes of -the Coanftitution, under
+the frivolous pretence, that they. are INNOVA--
TIONS, dangerous to thePeace of the Country,
to confider, whether their continued perfe-
verance in' this policy, may not - produce the
.convulfions which every good Man would de-
plore, but which the. privileged Orders in the
State are more peculiarly concerned; by every
juft and prudeat conceflion to labour. to avert.
At prcﬁ:m, it is. ev:dent, that moderate mafuw;
: o
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’ bf.Reformatmn,conceded thh a genercus frank-

nefs by the Anﬁocracy would be received by

the Péople with joy, and thankful - fatisfaction.
Let the Septennial Bill be-repealed, let the Re-
‘prefentation of the People be amended. on the
principles propofed by Mr. Pitt, let the Right of
Suffrage bg granted to Copyholders, and Houfe-
holders of 3 certain clafs,; with effetual Regula.
tions to difcourage.expence and tumult at- elec-
tions, and without the aid of Mr. Burke’s Afiatic
eloquence to decry the NEW Conftitutions of
France and America; the adoption of fimilar prin-
ciples in England,would be for ages yet to come
an impoffible event. '; That this prudent. reftitu-
tion of the popular Rightswould foonbe followed
by the repeal of the Teft Laws feems moft pro-

bable ; and the eftablifhment of complete Tole~ -

ration would certainly render fome farther Re-
formation in the Church unavoidable. - But this
correitian of: Ecclefiaftical Abufes would then be
conduétedran; the fame -principles ‘of cautious
wifdom; and well-tempered zeal which ftrongly
recommend the plan of Political Improvements,
which has been now.mentioned. . In that cafe
Theoretical perfection wpuld neither be attained
perhaps, in our, Ecclefiaftical Inftitutions, nor in
the Form. of our.Political Government; but
what would be prattically, much better would
be. effected ; ,what would, be more agreeable to
the temper @nd . prejudices of.the Community,
more ﬁntable to the ftate of morals, and the

L diftri-
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diftsibation of property mthecomm'ywadd
be eftabdithed. .

. By thefe temperate plans far accomplx&mg 3

"Reformation of Parliament,. for amending the

Forms and corre&ing abufes in the Difcipline of
the Church, with the Repeal of every Intolerant
Statute which would benaturally copnéded with
thofe beneficial meafutes, the haaard of any great
and violent Revolution in thjs Country would
be avoided. The Nation would be bappy inthe
Tecare pofleflien of Libetty, ¥ad i the eftablith.

ment of a Religion completely tolerant in its
Bpirit, and 4n its forms at ‘once rational and
pieus, - yet calculated for the comprehenfion of
good Men of many uneffential diverfities of fen.
timeat, ‘The Diflenters of every demomination
would thus be relieved and xonciliated ; .the
Bithops would recover the-confidence of ‘the

- Pubkic; and the PquClergy would acquire

tompeteace and private comfort ; the Nobles
wronld tetein the fife ‘unenvyed .pofiefion of
their conftitutional privileges; and the People
would reft fatisfyed with the furrender of thofe
ufurpations on their Rights of Reprefentatian,

" and Frequent Eleftion which have % nearly -

tuined dur happy Syfiem of Government. But
fhould the Nobility, who on other great Politixal
queftions have beon ufually divided continue,
combined, thoughiswith fomefplendid exxeptions,
in théir oppofition to ewety equitable plan of

Public Reformatios, their miftaken -policy -may
too
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too probably produce the moit pernicious con-
fequences. Men robbed or cheated of their

Rights .may be patient while 2 hope of redrels -
remains by regular and pacific means; but whew
frequent: denials of Juftice have irritated, and
driven them into defperate Councils, they feldamy
will ftlop at the mere recovery of their Righta.
The People may commence their firnggle on firm
ground in defence of their ancient and un-
doubted Liberties; but in the heat and fury of
the confli&, they may too probably be led far to
exceed thofe limits. In fuch unhappy contefis,

.they naturally with to difable their antagoaifts,
they too often ruth on to retaliation and revenge.
This was the unfortunate confequence of com-
motion in a former veign; hardfhip and cala.

* mity to the Many, with- the defiruion of the
moft refpe@able Orders in the State, were then
the effect of a Civil War, which was provoked
by the oppreﬁvc Government of 'Charles the
Firft, and in which the People ariginally ens
gaged with a view not to deftxoy but to prote®
and preferve the. Conftitution.

In-the adtual fituation of the Countryat ﬂm
jun&ure, the dread of infurreétion, as a nearly
approaching calamity, is furely a gronadle{s ap.
prehenfion. No concerted defign to recover the
loft Rights of the People by force, and to retali-
ate on the ruling Clafles can be thought poffible
at prefent ; it muft be allowed to be a vifionary

‘or an aﬂ'é&ed fear. The Spirit of Revolution
v k2o . oo s - hes

~.
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has been ¢onjured up, indeed, by one who knows
not how to lay it; but it ftalks through the land,
prefenting a fearful and portentous appearance,
gazed at and thunned by the general mafs of the
People. . At this moment, the ftate of the na-
tion, refpecting its Commerce and Public Reve-
nue, is profperous beyond its expeétations, or its
hopes; general fatisfaltion is the apparent con-
fequence, and for. fome time that fatisfaction may
countervail in the Public Mind, the fenfe of
danger to the Liberty of the Community. ‘But
let not this flow of unexpeéted profperity lull
our hereditary Rulers into a falfe fecurity, which
may be fatal to them ‘and to the nation. Tobe
fafe, they muft be juft; and to preferve their
Conftitutional Privileges, they. muft confent to
part with, that power which they have gained
in defiance of Law and the Contftitution. The
grievances complained of are great and undeni-
able; they are felt as evils; they are refented
as injuries ; and filent as the Colle&tive Body of
the People now are, and apparently to vulgar
eyes neither very generally nor very anxiouily
folicitous for redrefs,  yet the time may come,
' much fooner, perhaps, than many .may ima<
gine, when their refentment will be found truly
formidable.

- Beforc the debt of the Pubhc can be much
reduced; and the-load of thofe taxes which bear
hardeft’ on the bulk of the Community can be
taken off, in:any confiderable degree, a great
European War may break out upon us; or dx:
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the. courfe of . our ftruggle to deprefs or de-
throne the Sultan of Mpyfore, our Oriental
Allies may defert us; difaflers may attend
our Armies, the Carnatic may be loft, and
Peace on any tolerable terms may be unattain-
able.. At Home, and in Ireland, many con- °
ceivable events, to which a more dire& allufion
would be improper, may contribute to increafe
the danger and aggravate the difcontent of the
Nation. By misfortunes like thefe the funthine
of our prefent fituation- may be gradually, or
fuddenly clouded over; and a ftormy feafon
may fucceed, in which the mild voice of mo-
deration could not be heard. Aftonithed by the
fall of our national grandeur, impoverithed bythe
lofs of credit, commerce, and landed rents, op-
prefled by an enormous load of taxes, and exaf-
perated by the long-continued injuftice of the fu-
perior powers, the Englith People would proba-
bly then renew, but in a louder tone, thofc ex-
poftulations with which the ear of Parliament has
been {o lately ftunned; higher terms of Reforma-
tion, though flill within the verge of theConftitu.
tion,would be expected; the reftitution of our an-
cient Rightsof Annual Parliaments and Univerfal
Suffrage would be demanded ; and fhould thofc
chims be refufed by the Legiflature, the difcon-
tent of the Public would be ten fold increafed..—
Impatient from diftrefs, enraged by. this laft in-
jurious refufal of their Right, and urged on by
the examples of France and America, the People

" would
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would bégin to extend their views of Reforma.
tion beyond the bounds of the Conftitution ;
they would become lefs fearful of trying new
and hazardous fchemes of pohcy, the principles
of the National Aflembly, or of the Americap
State, would gradually become the principles of
a majority of the Peaple of England; and thus
the perfevering injuftice of the Ariftocracy would
at laft produce, in the Community, that difaffec.
tion to the Conftitution, which, without falfe-
hood and calumny, cannot now be imputed to
a few Individuals. Again the moft refpectable
Orders in the State would be attacked by the
People; again the abolition of the Upper Houfe
of Parliament would be effeted; and the Throne
itfelf would be again fhaken or overturncd and
after infinite hazards and calamities, perhaps, a
- NEW Republic, the beneficial effe@ts of which
may well be doubted, would be eftablifhed on
the ruins of the Conftitution; in which no
eflential change is now meditated by the Popu-
. Jar Party; or could be approved by wife and
difpaflionate Men. But the influence and credit
which fuch perfons may now poflefs with the
People, at that crifis would be loft; their pacific
counfels would be over-ruled by the eagernefs
of impetuous Men, better fuited to the violerice
of that tempeftuous feafon; their intreaties fo
refpeét the privileges of thc Nobles, or the juft
. Prerogative of the Crown, would then be flighted
by the People, as thexr folicitations to reftore the
Rights
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Rights of the People have hitherto beén difré.
garded by the Nobles and the Crown. -

Such, it is to be feared, would be the progrefs
of our national dlﬂ'ennons, if an equitable Re-
ftoration of Popular Rights be ftill delayed ot
denied ; and thus, perhaps, a fcene of confufion
would be commeénced, the mifchiefs of which no
power of numbers could calculate, and no human
wifdom could then prevent. . For the prefefva-
tion of general peace and harmony, from a juft
regard for rational Lnberty and the happinefs of
the ‘Community, it is devoutly to be withed,
that juftice may be conceded -before the hour
fhall arrive, when fierce contention to recover
the Rights of the Nation fhall be unavoidable,
Inftead of hazarding their dignified privilegés
and great conftitutional powers to preferve their
encroachments on the Rights of Eleftion, pru-
dence and their intereft, juftly confidered, feem
to recommend to our great Patrician Families
and to the Crown to fecure thofe powers and
privileges, and the Conftitution itfelf, by yield-
ing a2 power unwarrantably gained, before the
niational refentment be completely ioufed; and
moderate conceflions no’ longer would be ac-
cepted with the grateful approbation of the
Public. To our hetcdxtary Rulers and to the
Community, there is much danger in the coun-
fels of wild and enthufiaftic Men, whofé writ-
jngs, however oppofite théy may beé in their
principles and their imimediate aim, have the

fame
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famé ultimate tendency, by exciting éxtrava.
gant demands on the one hand, and fuffering
no conceflion on the.other, to ‘provoke difcord
and national confufion. In the peculiar circume.
ftances of - this. Country, it .is evident, that the
confequence of thofe counfels. may be, in the
higheft degree calamitous. But by.the patience

_and moderation of the People, and the juftice
and public fpirit of the Nobles, and confiden-
tial Advifers of the Crown, general harmony,
on the principles of.a fair and equitable accom-
modation, may yet be fecured, and the im-
pending danger may be averted.

That the fuggeftions of prudence, and the fill
higher confiderations af juftice and benevolence,
may avail to prevént the miferies of a Civil War,
every good man muft deeply imprecate. But

. thould other. counfels unfortunately prevail,
thould the Nobles, whether in oppafition to the
Crown, or in its confidence, continue infc-.
parably united to fupport the prefent depraved:
ftate of the Legiflature; fhould the Nation be
ﬁnally provoked to feek redrefs from Commo-
tion and a Revolution effefted by force, in that
unhappy event, which none would more fin-
" ficercly deplore than they who have long been
the Advocates of a temperate Reformation,
thofe perfons will at leaft enjoy the confcious fa-
tisfaction of having laboured to prevent confu-
fion, not by quenching the fpirit of Liberty, not
by fan&ifying abufe and ufurpation, with every
confequent
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confequent cotruption, but by pointing the zeal
of their Fellow-Citizens to its proper and necef-
fary obje&, to the attainment of a juft and mo-
derate corretion-of great-Parlamentary. Griev-
ances, by thofe orderly and legal means which
our impaired Conftitution ftill affords. At that
calamitous period, populat* rage may be the in-
ftrument of ruin; but the.true caufe of the pub-
lie mifery will be-feund in the'pride,’ afobitiod,
and felfith policy of our hereditary Rylers; and
that obftinacy, which refufed to furrender the
fmalleft particle of its ufurped power, will be’
condemned by an impartial pofterity, more than
the violence of-thit. pational fefentment. which
punifhed ufurpation with extreme feverity.

M ) 'APPENDIX.
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-ADVERTISEMENT refpe&ing the PAPERS
contained in the APPENDIX.
HE Firft Paper in this Appendix, contains

a Petition to Parliament from the County
of Cambndge, in the year 1780, for the redrefs

of grievances then univerfally felt and com-

plained of. The Mecting was called by the
Yeomen of the County: They formed a great
majority of the Meeting, and they confifted
chiefly of Diffenters from the Church of Eng-
land. And yet a Petition, avowing an explicit
preference of the Contftitution of England, was
adopted (with 'only one diffentient voice) by
a Meeting fo compofed, in a feafon of great

" diftrefs and general difcontent under the con- )

dué& of Governmen®
The
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The Second Paper contains a Petition to Par-
Hament from the County of Kent, in the year
1782, which was afterwards adopted, with no
material variation, by the Counties of York,
Cornwall, Effex, &c.—In each of thefe Counties
there are many Diffenters; in Yorkfhire and Effex
they are very numerous, and they figned, with
zeal, a Petition which complained of the grofs
inequality of the Reprefentation of the People
in Parliament, and yet at the fame time ex-
prefled their moft ardent with, that the excellent
Contftitution, under which they had the happi-
nefs to live, might be maintained on the prin.
ciples on which it is founded. In Yorkfhire -
alone, it is probable that this Petition was figned
by not lefs than two thoufand Diffenters, who
- were alfo Frecholders of that County.

Paper I1I. contains Refolutions by the Contfti-
tutional Society at Nottingham, in the year 1780.
In that Town, Diflenters are more numerous, in
proportion to Churchmen, than in almoft any
other place in the kingdom; they were, I believe,
a great majority of the Conftitutional Society by .
which thefe Refolutions were adopted. In thefe
Refolutions, the Society declare their adherence
to the popular doé&rine of equal Reprefentation
and annual Parliaments with great force and
energy; but the moft ingenious malice may be
defied to point out any paflage in this Paper,
which marks the leaft difaffeGtion to the Contti-
tution: on the contrary, the Affociation here

M2 complain
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complain that the ancient ufages of Parliament
has been departed from;. and declare, that to
recover. Parliament ta its.conftitutional charaéer
is the obje@ of their purfuit; butifthe Reform, .
exprefled in their Refolves,. in all. its exteng
fhould be found impradticable, they will thank.
fully. receive fo. much of it as can be procured.

Paper IV, contains a Declaration.of the Prin.
ciples-of the Conftitutional Soeiety at Cambridge;
which was formed in the year 1783; and of
which the Members were chiefly Inhabitants of
that Town, and Diflenters of various denamis
nations. In that Declaration, expreflions may
be found - which indifputably prave. the .attach-
ment of that Society to the mixed Form of
Governmcnt, eftablifhed in this Country.;, the
pnncxples of which are there recogpized as theg
fundamental prmqpla of tthambudgn Aflo,
ciation,

’

.?agtr I
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) Puper 1.

Petition so. Phrltament from the County of Cam-
" bridge, in the'year-1780:

Fhe Petition of ths-Gentlemen, Clergy, and 'Free-
holders of the County of Cambridge,

To the-Honourable-the Commons of Great-
Britain in Parliament affembled,

. Shewsth, , T
AT -your Petitioners. do. thus publicly de-
clare. their entire. and, z¢alous approbation
of the Legiflature of this Cpuntry, as placed in
ther free: and independent concwrrence: of King,
Lords, and. Commons, in prefsrence to every
other mode of Civil Government.
- That they anxioufly with the blefling: of this
Form of Legiflation to be continued to: their
lateft pofterity in its Conftitutional purity.

That they ferioufly appreliend this Form of
Legiflation will be eflentially vitiated, if not viz-
tually changed, whenever the treafureand offices
of the Community fhall be fuccefsfully employed
to. bring the Reprefentatives.of the People. under
the influence of the Executive Power,

That they conceive a ftrong tendency to this
change, is at prefent, and has formerly been, too

potorious to admit of doubt, or to require proof.

That
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That they confider every fyftem of Public Ad-
miniftration, carried on by means of Parliament-
ary corruption, however fanctified by time, pre:
cedent, or authority, to be abfolutely unjuftifi-
able on every principle of good fenfe and found
policy—to be as_difhonourable to the upright
intentions of the Crown, as it is burthenfome to
. the property, and dangerous to the Liberties, of
the People.

Your Petitioners do, thercfore, moﬁ folemnly
apply themfelves to the Honour, the Juftice, the
Integrity,of this Honourable Houfe, praying that
effetual meafures may be taken by this Houfe,
to inquire into, and corre&, any grofs abufes in
the expenditure of Public money, to reduce all
exorbitant emoluments of office, to refcind and
abolith all finecure places'and unmerited penfions,
and to ufe all fuch other Conftitutional means as
may tend to eftablifh the independence of Par-
liament on the moft lafting foundations.

And your Petitioners are the more earneft in -
this their prayer, becaufe they are of opinion,
that no other expedient can equally tend toheal .
our domeftic divifions, to unite the whole Nation
in the warmeft fupport of his Majefty’s Perfon
and Government, againft the unprovoked hofti-
lities of the Houfe of Bourbon, and to puta
final period to that primaryjfource of National
diftrefs—the American War.

Pager 11
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Paper 11,
Petition #o Parliament from the County of Kent,
in the year 1782,

-

The Humble Petition of the Noblemen, Gen.
tlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the
County of Kent,

Sheweth,

HAT your Petitioners, fenfible of the excel-

lency of that Conftitution under which

they have the happinefs to live, moft ardently.

wifth to have it maintained upon the true prin-
ciples on which it is founded.

Your Petitioners further fhew, That it is ne.
ceffary to the welfare of the People, that the
Commons’ Houfe of Parliament. thould have a
common intereft with the nation; and that in
the prefent ftate of the Reprefentation of the
People in Parliament, the Houfe of Commons
do not fufficiently fpeak the voice of the People.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray this
Honourable Houfe to take into their moft feri.
ous confideration, the prefent inadequate ftate of
the Reprefentation of the People in Parliament,
and to apply fuch remedy to this great Confti-
tutional Evil, as to this Honourable Houfe may
feem meet. ,

And your Petitioners fhall ever pray, &c.
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e e aﬂap:r Hl. S el
Refolutions by the Con{htutloml Society at Not-
tingham,—du.4be year_1780.

-

cw e .

At a full Meeting, the following Réfoit;tnons

were unammouﬂy paﬂ'ed vnl
¢ 1

ik AT aff eyual Repreﬁ:ﬁtmcm is tle Right
i of #he People, Arid éifknitdal to the vih-y
idea of a Reprefentative Body, -

That annual Parliaments aré*the oid &:Gn'ﬁitno
tional ufdge 'of Parkidment, the tuelaw. of the
binid, and chebeft fecuritywhiel'can befurtiithéd
for ‘the viFtuous-cunduét of Pirligment;, afid for
its Tndepériddnce-oni Tvety fower wh!ﬂbever
unlely thut of thePeople dlotle.  °
: Thatthepréfefitindqualitiesin theRépréIhmi-
Hon of the People, and'theontinuance éf Parkas
ttiechts beyond & fingle Seflion, -ure-dktogéther a
départure from, and-a cortiption of the Qx{‘age
nnd'law of Parligineht, = - -

Tt torecover Parliiment €6 its con&huuo'ﬂﬂ
chm&er; ‘by ‘a:théve‘equal Reprefentition, aild
the réturn of anaval Parkameésits;is no romantic
obje&, but worthy of a-free People to-demaiid,

. -as
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as it is within their power to obtain, and is alone
uate to their wifhes.

That the holding any’Place, Penfion, or Con
tra&, at the dilpofal of the Crown, (unlefs, per-
haps, in fome few inftances, which may be expe-
dient for the Public bufihefs, and not dangerous

to the Public fafety) is abfolutely incompatible

with a feat in the Houfe of Commons.
That it is unworthy of the People of England,
. in their prefent ftate of difcontent and alarm, to
defift from that vigorous but legal profecution of
the Reform contained in the prccedmg refolves;
and that every thing which is effentially thort of
this, is but a mere temporary expedient, not af-
fording even the promife of a permanent good
to thefe Kingdoms.
That no Candidate to Reprefent the Town of
Nottingham, or any County, Town, of Borough,

whitevér, in Parliament, who does not adopt the -

fentiments, and pledge himfelf by the honour of
a Man and of a Briton, for the recovery of the
Rights of the People, as exprefled: by the prece-
ding Refolves, (or fo much of them as can be
obtained) deferves, or fhall receive, our Vote or
Interefk inanyapplication for aSeat inParliament.

. That the above are our firm-Refolves; we
adopt the Reform exprefled thereinin all its ex-
teat: but if, in all its extent, it fhould be im-
pradticable, we will thankfully receive fo much
of it as can be procured, .and join our Fellow-
Citizens in the purfuit of any part of fo defirable
an objedt-

' N That
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: That the thanks of this-Society be ¢enveyed
to Major Cartwright, for his judicious and menly.
conduét in every thing which affeds the Liber-
ties of the People and that this Socigty will be
bappy- to. give him every expreffon of. their
efteem and graumde which fthall be in their

power.
S. HAYWQOD, Secietary,

T PP g —
¢ o Pa}i;er V.

* Principles and Refolutions of the anﬁxmtiona.l
' Socxcty at Cambndge, in the )mr 1783.

A ——
-

. We.declare,
HAT, in our -opimon, every indxvidud of
 Mankind is bora ~eith a dawrai tigbt 7y

Life, Liberty, and Property. - -

- 2, That the. affociating of mamy mdrviduds
into one Golle&tive Body, is for the fecurity, and'
not for the fuppreﬁidmof.Natuml-Right's.

+ 3. That the confent of the People is: the trid
origin, and the happinefs‘ of all, the only wor-
thy end of €ivil Government. ~ :

- 4. That there is in all States implicdly, and n
the: Btitifh-State expreGly; a sutual-contrad
bctwcen the gow:raors and the governed. -

5 That

* Extraéheq from the Mumtc Book of the Sodcty
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. 5 That, in the Britith State, the mntra&ing
Parties have agreed mot to mvade each other’ s
Rights.

‘6. That one Right of the People of Great-
Britain is, to make laws for their own Go-
vernment. : '

7. "That our Anceftors, in very Temote times,
ufed to make their own laws, and ele& their
own officers; and that in later times every ftee
Man voted for Reprefentatives in Parliament,
for it was only in the Reign of Henry the Sixth
that voting was reftrained to Freeholders of
forty fhillings a year.

8. That the prefent ftate of Parliamentary Re-
prefeiitation is extremely defective, and ought ro
be Reformed.

9. That the Britith Conftitution of King,
Lerds, and Commons, is the moft perfet theory
of Government in the world, and may be ren-
dered as perfe@ in praftice; if ‘the Houfe of Com-
mons be fo Reformed as to be independent on,
and uninfluenced by, the-other two branches of
the Legiflature.

10. That the Houyfe of Commons hath been
manifeftly under an improper influence from the
other two branches of Legiflature, from which
jnnymerable evils have arifen to the Country at
large, as well as to the-influencing parties them-
felves; and that unlefs fome wife and effeGtual
meafures be fpeedily taken to reftore the Inde--
pendence of that Houfe, by reforming the Re-
prefentation, the Country muft be overwhelmed
jn ruin, Unanjmous
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. Unanimousin thefe opisians, wedeclare, that
the end we pro to. obtpin u A,P,ARLIA ’
MENTARY l ORM. Q

) .

R
" That we w e conftit
ticnal Meafirres Xﬁﬂlmrnmmm-.
. lated to anfwer the end, endnw toheain
Rab:mmth:“ 5ie

That at all tureclc{tuqs Gounty, wer
will ufe our endeavours to ﬁ?'uotcdapw
of only fuch Candidates, as 401 ek
.ﬁkelytcp:muream 1 epectomcasion iy
Parhmt,andaﬁmwmnfmm ‘

. Thet we will put the Candidatc sphom ﬁ?q
potttonoe;pencc butwﬂlm Nﬂh
'mthatmaymwdoqrvm, h.
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